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                               ANTICIPATING A HOLY THANKSGIVING  
                                        Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, Three Rivers District Superintendent 

  
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, giving thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays. Besides the obvious joy of the great three “Fs” of 
Thanksgiving (Family, Food and Football) it is one of my favorite holidays for the following reasons.  
 

      #1  Thanksgiving has a singular holy focus. It is a national holiday simply giving thanks to God. Perhaps for 
this reason alone Thanksgiving is our nation’s most universal holiday (i.e. Holy Day).  
 

     #2  Thanksgiving is the most non-commercialized holiday!  There are only so many ways to market a turkey! 
I am thankful that the use of Thanksgiving colored house lights and inflatable turkey lawn decorations has not 
caught on (and prayerfully never will)! Let’s also pray retailers never figure out a way to “sell” Thanksgiving. 
 

     #3  Finally, Thanksgiving reminds us that immigrant refugees initiated this holiday.  These immigrants came 
to the new world escaping religious persecution in order to worship God, as they believed.  
 

Those immigrants, before the first Thanksgiving in 1621, had been in a life and death struggle.  You know the 
story:  They arrived in the new world ill prepared for the harsh winter ahead, and as a result, over half of them 
died from starvation and illness!  
 

With the coming of spring, Squanto, a member of the Patuxet tribe, reached out to the weakened immigrants. 
Squanto surprised the Pilgrims as he spoke English, and that’s because he had been to England, and had been 
baptized into the Christian faith!  Whether Divine intervention or coincidence is debatable, but what is not 
debatable is Squanto became essential in teaching and advising the Pilgrims how to thrive in the new world.  
 

That next fall, with a good harvest and new friends, the Pilgrim’s hearts were filled with joy.  They decided to 
express their joy by giving thanks to God with a great feast that included their new friends.  Even after ALL the 
loss and ALL the suffering they still gave thanks to God in ALL circumstances. 
 

This is a critical lesson for the Church today.  We are facing challenging times on multiple fronts and the future 
is unknown; however, regardless the challenges, let us give thanks that God is with us!  
 

Let us give thanks for our many blessings (be sure to name them one by one)!  
Let us give thanks for the mission we still have to share the Good News of Jesus Christ!  
Finally, let us give thanks for the unexpected help God sends our way.  
In the midst of the challenges we face I am anticipating a holy season of Thanksgiving.  
 

From the Three Rivers District Office, we wish all of you a happy and holy thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas and 
a blessed New Year!  

http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/
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PREPARING THE CHURCH FOR ADVENT 
Our thanks to the author The Rev. Susan Brown Snook. Rev. Susan is a priest in the Oklahoma Diocese of the Episcopal 
Church. This article is used with permission, and its entirety may be found at www.epiok.org 
 

Advent is here!  Outside the church, gift-buying and present-wrapping is gathering steam.   Inside the church, 
however, we are preparing for the coming of the Lord by remembering his promise to come again, by listening 
to the demanding prophecies of John the Baptist, and on the fourth Sunday in Advent, by hearing his mother 
Mary sing the Magnificat.  Our hearts are truly preparing him room.  But is your church really ready?  
Christmas is one of the largest attended services of the year, so are you ready for visitors?  Here is a partial 
checklist of things you can do to get your church ready for the biggest celebration of the year.  
 

Invitations:  It’s a celebration!  Have you invited your friends, family, or neighbors?  
• Have invitation materials ready for your members to hand out. Print a postcard with 
Christmas service information.  Ask each member to invite someone else.  
• Put a big banner outside the church with your Christmas service times and make sure 
it says “All Are Welcome!” 
• Make sure Christmas service times appear on your website and Facebook.  

 

The Building:  Mom always told me to clean up the house when company is coming! So spruce-up! 
• Can people find their way? Are there clear signs that mark the restrooms, the nursery, the children’s 

classrooms, etc.? Make it easy for people who haven’t visited you before.  
• Station greeters in the parking lot; make entrance signs directing folks to the doors. 

 

Speaking of Greeters:  Station friendly, welcoming people at the entrances to the church. These greeters 
should be in addition to the ushers, who tend to be task-focused. You want some greeters who are people-
focused and hospitality-minded to welcome people, introduce them to others, and help them find their way.  

• Get contact information from newcomers if you can.  Have your greeters invite people in a friendly way 
to sign the guest card and include their contact information.  

• Consider having gifts for newcomers that include a brochure or other information about the church 
and its ministries.  

• Members should make it a priority to greet visitors after the service.  You have about 3 minutes at the 
end of the service to welcome visitors before they decide to sneak out.  You can greet your friends 
later – tell your congregants to greet the newcomers first.  If available, invite them to share 
refreshments with you, escorting them to the fellowship area.  They’re unlikely to go on their own.  

 

Follow-up: Remember that contact information obtained on their first visit?   
• Your follow-up should consider demographics: handwritten notes for older folks; emails for those in 

their middle years; texts for young adults.  Invite them to meet for coffee, tell them you hope to see 
them again soon.  Tell them of an upcoming event. 

• Don’t let the Christmas opportunity pass you by.  
 

Pray:  Start praying now.  Ask your congregation and its leaders to pray every day for the Christmas message 
to be shared through your church. Christ is Born, and there are people who need to hear this Good News.  
Pray that God will direct people to your church to hear the great news of Christ’s love for them. 
 

SHARE YOUR IDEAS! What are special traditions your church has for Advent?  What new ideas are you 
trying this Christmas season?  Help others by sharing your ideas on our Three Rivers Facebook page! 

http://www.epiok.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Three-Rivers-District-of-The-United-Methodist-Church-120253764652502/?ref=bookmarks
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TR YOUTH KICK OFF FALL 2019 WITH EPIC EVENTS  
In October, students gathered at Camp Zimmerman for the 24 Hour Justice Experience to learn about modern 
day slavery and what they can do to bring about change.  Students heard statistics and watched videos of real 
life stories.  This was followed by discussion and other activities that helped guide the youth to a better 
understanding of the scale of modern day slavery and it’s affect on humankind. The weekend also included 
faith building activities such as worship, prayer experiences and Bible study relating to the theme of justice.  
 

In November, the annual youth rally, Energize, was attended by 265 students.  
Planned by the Newcomerstown CUMC student leadership team, the night focused 
on building UNSHAKEABLE FAITH. The message was delivered by peers and a live 
band from Columbus led worship.  Many students chose to take the first step to 
follow Jesus! The “after-party” included human hamster balls, a glow in the dark 
“rave room”, photo booth, slushy machine, and a waffle and cheese cake bar.  

 

Last weekend, 500 teens and adult leaders packed 100,000 meals with PROJECT 
FEED for developing countries around the world!  They also collected 500 cans of 
food that will stay in the area for food ministries. {Pictured are Utica Youth] 
 

During these events, students not only grew closer to God but also each other.  
There was also lots of fun with their spiritual development.   Check out more 
pictures on our TR Youth Webpage and also the EOC Young Peoples Ministries. 
 

• UM STUDENT DAY: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
United Methodist Student Day invests in our students by raising money for scholarships that will offer 
young people greater financial freedom and equip them to follow their dreams. More info here 

• 2020 COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS can be found here.  Applications must be completed by March 15, 2020. 
• GRANTS FOR COLLEGE STUDENT MINISTRY are made available through the Board of Higher. The 

applications can be found at the bottom of the page here.   Grant requests are due Jan. 31, 2020 for 
the 2021 funding year.  

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEEN LEADERS WITH CCYM. Do you know a teen that shows leadership 
potential?  Someone who is committed to their faith and compassionate for others? Please share with 
them the amazing opportunity that exists for teens to serve on the Conference Council on Youth 
Ministries. This team helps develop leaders for the church TODAY.  Forms are available here.  Please 
submit your application to Chasity Opphile, TR District Coordinator.  Eligibility: Teens in the classes of 
2021-2026 and active members of their local United Methodist Church.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/youth.html
https://www.eocumc.com/youngpeople/index.html
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/united-methodist-student-day-pastors-leaders-kit
https://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/youngpeople/ccym.html
https://www.eocumc.com/youngpeople/district-coordinators.html
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A MID-WINTER CLERGY GATHERING 
 

In the past, the Three Rivers District has had a December Clergy Christmas 
Gathering.  This year we are going to try something a little different to ease 
the stress caused by the holiday “rush.”   From Thanksgiving through Super 
Bowl Sunday, schedules are typically jammed pack with church, family and 
social activities.  In the midst of an already busy schedule, the district office 
does not want to plan one more thing where people may feel obligated to 
attend.   Therefore, instead of a Christmas party the district is planning a 
Mid-Winter (or early spring) Gathering. Details will be coming! 
   
 

 
   
 

 
 
 
 

Learn best practices for responding to disaster situations.   Training includes how to interact with survivors, 
help survivors recover belongings, tarp roofs, safely remove debris and more.  Background checks are a 
requirement for UMCOR credentialing.  This course can also be taken as your 3 year re-certification.  Those 
taking the class for re-certification will be dismissed early.  Direct all questions to class leader:  Mike 
Woodward.  Cost is $30.00 (includes lunch, class materials, t-shirt and the required background check). 
Scholarships are available for Three River Church members. Contact Joy at district office to learn more.          
Register by December 2 online at https://ertnewcomerstown.eventbrite.com or mail the form below. 

 

mailto:ddgm430@gmail.com
mailto:ddgm430@gmail.com
https://ertnewcomerstown.eventbrite.com/
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CABINET  

2019 Holiday Calendar 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

NOVEMBER 2019 
17 

 
18 
   
 

19  
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

24 
 

25   3 PM  
        Leadership          
       Committee  

5 PM  
Superintendency 

26 
 

27 

 
28 

 
29 

 
30 

Local Church 
2020 Budgets 

Due 

DECEMBER 2019 
1 Three River  
LEADERSHIP 

DEADLINE 
FOR EZRA!  
Cal l  Joy for  

log- ins  

2 
Office 
Closed 

  

3  
#GivingTuesday 
See info on p 6 

4 5 
 

6    Office 
Closed 

Joy @ Early 
Response Training 

 

7 

8 
 

9 
          6:30 PM  

Lay Servant 
Committee 

 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13  Office 
Closed 

Joy @ East Ohio 
Central Office 

14 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 

 
19 

 
20  Office 

Closing for 
 Holidays.       

Re-Open 
 January 6, 2020 

21 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25  Merry    
    Christmas 

26 
 

27 

 
28 

 

29 30 31  Jan 1 
 

  Jan 2   Jan 3  Jan 4 

 

THANKSGIVING: OFFICE CLOSED 

Office Closed.  Re-open on January 6, 2020 

Office Closed.  Joy and Ed working remotely.  
 If you need assistance contact us by e-mail or cell. 

New Year Blessings! 
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This holiday season give a gift and support 
the clients and friends who benefit from 

the ministries of our East Ohio Conference 
Advance Special mission sites. 

 

View the wish lists or make a financial 
donation online or by mail. 

 
SUPPORT #GIVEUMC ON #GIVINGTUESDAY 
On #GivingTuesday, December 3, join United Methodists across the denomination in supporting #GiveUMC by 
generously donating to Conference and global UM-related mission projects and missionaries of The Advance. 
View East Ohio Conference Advance projects. 
 

Each project/missionary is researched and approved by the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM), and 
100% of all gifts made through The Advance are given directly to the designated project.  When donating 
make checks payable to East Ohio Conference UMC, write the fund # of the project on the check, and mail it 
to: East Ohio Conference, P.O. Box 76019, Cleveland, Ohio 44101-4755. 
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mailto:3riversdist@sbcglobal.net
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/news.html
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOWyRvjF2wITvGmOyvPI_lC9skSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8haKkCyOxq8ghsi4s3--Vw=&ver=3
https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
http://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html
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