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I  

Nehemiah 
A Revitalization Story for the People of God! 

Rebuild  ˞˞˞  Restore  ˞˞˞  Revive 
    
“Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are 
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, but if you return to me and keep my 

commandments, and do them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I 
will gather them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’ They are 
your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong 
hand. O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants 
who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight 
of this man.   Now I was cupbearer to the king.”  Nehemiah 1:8-11 

 

This past August the Holy Spirit directed me to begin a study of the book of Nehemiah, and as I did I 
rediscovered how wonderfully instructive and relevant this book is for the church today. The story of 
Nehemiah calls us to trust God’s power as we continue to rebuild, restore and revive the mission Jesus gave us 
to make disciples. It is a story that empowers us to keep focused on the work of rebuilding, restoring and 
reviving our mission even when faced with external and internal opposition. 
 

During Charge Conference, we will briefly explore how 
this story can inspire us to trust in God’s power to do 
what seems impossible! Our time at Charge Conference 
will be limited, so in preparation I invite you to read the 
story of Nehemiah and as you do prayerfully consider 
these questions: 

• In what way is this story instructive for the 
church today? 

• What does this story say about us? 
• What does this story say about God? 
• If we take this story seriously, what impact might it have on us, on our church, and our communities?   

 

I look forward to exploring with you principles from the Book of Nehemiah that will empower us to rebuild, 
restore and revive our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!  
 

Peace and Blessings! 
Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, District Superintendent  
 

P.S.    For resources on the book of Nehemiah check out our District Facebook page (and “like us” if you 
haven’t already). 

http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/
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EOC CLERGY SPOUSES  
FALL FELLOWSHIP/MINI-RETREAT  
  ► Friday and Saturday, November 1- 2, 2019  
  ► Carlisle Inn, 1357 Old Rte 39 NE, Sugarcreek, OH 44681  
  ► Come share the joy of our Lord with worship, fellowship,   
       laughter, good food, and some well deserved rest!  
  ► Cost includes room, Friday night dinner,  Saturday breakfast  
  ► Cost:  ranges from $40 - $130 depending on # people per room  
  ► More information contact Elsa Court,  

 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION: LEARN TO TELL YOUR STORY 
Saturday, November 9 at Grace UMC   
415 Walnut St, Coshocton 43812 
 

"When was God first real to you? When did you know God loved 
you and your sins were forgiven in Christ Jesus?" 

 
Rev. Fashbaugh will be asking this question at your church conferences this fall.  He will be emphasizing the 
importance of individual faith sharing as we work together in building God's kingdom.  The Christian Education 
Committee of the EOC and the East Ohio Chapter of CEF (Christians Engaged in Faith Formation) invite you to 
learn how to tell YOUR story.  This training will equip clergy, staff, lay leaders, youth and teachers to share 
their faith journey.  Rev. Fashbaugh encourages you to consider attending this workshop and develop this 
foundational element for engaging with others. When we are able to share our stories, we can build 
relationships that can lead others to Christ.  View the flyer at   https://www.eocumc.com/christian-ed.   
The cost is $25 and includes resources and a boxed lunch.  Registration Deadline is November 1. 
Register online  or call the district office for assistance.  
 

Scholarships are available upon request for Three Rivers Churches who attend the SHARE YOUR STORY 

workshop.*   Limit one scholarship per church.   Reimbursement will be mailed to the church (or individual) upon 
confirmation of attendance.  Contact Joy at the TR district office to learn more.   

* These scholarships are being offered from the Three River’s Leadership 
Development Fund awarded through the EOC Ministries and Missions Fund 
which is Apportionment Fund 1.  This financial support exists when local 
churches pay their Conference and District apportionments.  To learn more 
about your apportionment dollars watch this video. 

MINISTRIES & MISSIONS 2021 APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN NOVEMBER 
The Ministries and Missions Funding timeline can be viewed here.  Forms can be downloaded from the 
Conference Council on Ministries (CCOM) webpage in November. The deadline for the Three Rivers 
applications will be February 24, 2020 and should be sent to the district office where they will be reviewed for 
recommendations by the TR Missions and Ministry Strategy Team.  Now is the time to start planning how your 
church can create innovative ministry to accomplish your goals.  

mailto:ElsaCourt@twc.com
https://www.eocumc.com/christian-ed/_pdf/shareyourstoryflyer2.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/share-your-story-tickets-62502653118
mailto:3riversdist@sbcglobal.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LknGBEPAiec&feature=youtu.be
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/_pdf/MMtimeline2019-20budget.pdf
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH? 
     Michal Pfettscher,  Worship Leader, Mulberry St. UMC, Messenger Newsletter October 2019. Reprinted with permission.   
 

“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in the Spirit 
and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” John 4: 23-24 

 

Just to give some background, Jesus asked a woman for some water and she questioned why Jesus would 
associate with her, a Samaritan woman, with whom no self-respecting Jew would associate.  Likewise, we live 
in a sinful nation, in a sinful world, and we have each of us sinned personally. Our station is so lowly in 
comparison to the Holy God that we should scratch our heads and wonder why He would bother talking to us. 
Why would Jesus desire for us to have a relationship with him?  Jesus allowed the woman to see that he was 
perfectly aware of whom she was, even revealing her adultery, but he did so without any anger or disdain.  
She replied, “I can see you are a prophet.  Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that 
the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

 

What “mountains” do we deem necessary for worship? Certain instruments or styles of music?  A quiet, 
“reverent” atmosphere before the service?  Do we consider our worship completed when we can check off 
going to church, serving in an outreach program, reading daily devotions?  We often view our service to God 
as something we can check off a list, and then get back to our lives.  The problem is: This life shouldn’t BE 
mine. Romans 12:1 says that we are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God, and that this is our 
logical/reasonable/spiritual (“logiken” from “logos” meaning spoken word, logical argument) an act of 
worship/service rendered to God (“latreian”). 
 

This woman’s worship began with, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the 
Messiah?”  Even through her questioning and doubt, she is simply sharing her experience of Christ; her words 
have a ripple effect. Verse 39 says, “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony.”  These Samaritans asked Jesus to stay, and as a result, “many more became believers.” 

 

This interaction didn’t happen at a program.  The woman didn’t organize a six-week study or committee. Jesus 
met her going about her daily tasks.  And as a result she shared her experiences with those whom she came 
into contact.  So ask yourself this: Do my interactions with others on a daily basis reflect what Christ has done 
for me? Do my social media posts, my driving habits, my political discussions, and the small-talk I make while 
getting my hair cut – reflect that the Creator of the universe loves me with a love that defies all 
understanding? That attitude of dependence on Him, of surrendering our every moment to His glory, is 
worship in the Spirit and in truth. Romans 12:1 in the Amplified version says, “Therefore I urge you, brothers 
and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies [dedicating all of yourselves, set apart] as a living 
sacrifice, holy and well-pleasing to God, which is your rational (logical, intelligent) act of worship.” 
 

The Message phrases it this way:  “Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, 
and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.  Embracing what God does for you is the best 
thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even 
thinking.  Instead, fix your attention on God.  You’ll be changed from the inside out.  Readily recognize what he 
wants from you, and quickly respond to it.”  To worship him in Spirit and in Truth, surrender your next 
moment to worship him in the midst of whatever else you are doing.  And then do it again with the next 
moment.  And the next.  And the next...                                               
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This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the 
world.  It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it 
change you lives from the day you first heard and understood the 

truth about God’s wonderful grace.  (Colossians 1: 6) 
OCTOBER 2019    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

World Communion Sunday  
is scheduled for Oct. 6 although 
churches can choose any other 

Sunday. The special offering 
raises funds for scholarships.  
Together, we enable national 

and international graduate 
students to change the world. 

1 
PAUMCS MTG 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2  

 

3     HealthFlex  
(eligible clergy/staff) 

10 AM @ 
Newcomerstown 

Christ UMC 
OFFICE CLOSED 

4 
 

5 
Three Rivers 

District Youth 
24 hour justice 

experience 
retreat 

 

6 Charge Conf 
@ 4 PM at 

Isleta  
(with Fresno, 

Plainfield, Orange, 
W.Lafayette, NCT 

Christ, Calvary, 
Kings & Wolf) 

7 
 
 
 
 

8  

SPRC MTGS 

@ Mulberry 
6p Hopewell 
7p Gay St. 
8p Mulberry 

9  Charge Conf 
@ 7 PM at 
Kimboton 

(with Irish Ridge, 
Birmingham, West 
Union, Tipp & Pl. 
Grove, Freeport, 
West Chester &        

Mt. Carmel) 

10 SPRC MTGS 

@ South Vernon 
5p Brandon/LockFed 
6p Utica 
7p Liberty Chapel 
      & Beulah 
8p  South Vernon 

Office Closing at 
Noon 

11 

 
12  Growing 

Leaders for 
Vital 

Congregations 
9am – 4pm 
Mt. Union 

Call Joy or click 
here to learn 

more  

13 
 

14 
SPRC MTGS 

@ Holmesville 
6p  Bigelow 
7p Moreland 
8p  Mt. Hope & 
Holmesville 

15 
 

16 
 SPRC MTGS 

@ Otsego 
6p Trinway &  
      Propsect 
7p Adamsville 
8p Otsego & Bethel 

17 
Charge Conf @ 7 
PM at Danville 

(with Amity, 
Jelloway, Howard, 

North Liberty &  
Wesley Chapel) 

18 
 

19 
TR Lay Training 

Fredericktown 

20 Charg Conf 
@ 4 PM at 

Utica 
(with Beulah,  
Liberty Chpl, 

Brandon, Lock 
Fed., Hopewell, S. 

Vernon, Gambr 
Epworth & 
Ebenezer) 

21 
    
 
 

TR Office 
Open Monday 

only 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 

27 
 

28 

SPRC MTGS 
@ Grace 

6p Roscoe 
7p West Lafayette 
8p Grace 

  29 
SPRC MTGS 

@ Canal 
Lewisville 

6p Keene 
7p CL & Warsaw 

 

30 

 
31 Charg Conf 

@ 7 PM at 
Loudonville 

(with Lakeville, 
Bigelow, Nashville 
& Perrsyville) 

HealthFlex open enrollment 
(10/30/2019 – 11/14/2019) 

offers eligible participants 
additional benefit plans and 

opportunity to contribute to 2020 
tax-advantage accounts.               

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜ 
Nov/Dec  newsletter will not be 

mailed until mid-Nov 

 

CABINET 

CABINET / Joy on Vacation 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Plan ahead if you have questions about conference paperwork  

 

Joy on Vacation: DS will be in office but limited hours  

https://www.eocumc.com/window/OctNovDec2019/LCohortsM2D.pdf
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NOVEMBER 2019  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
The youth of EOC continue to set an example of cooperative ministry.  On Nov. 16, 
bring your teens to Newcomerstown West Elementary (517 Beaver St) to help us 

assemble meals to be sent to developing nations.  Doors open at 1:30 p.m. 
To help defray cost of meals and shipping we are asking for $15/person or  

$10 with a canned food that will be given to local food banks 

1 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 
 

3 
 

4   Charg Conf 
@ 7 PM at 

Mt. V. Gay St. 
(with Mulberry, 
Fredericktown, 

Waterford, Salem, 
Green Valley Chpl, 

Batemantown 
& Berlin) 

5 
8:30  dCOM  
 

6:30 PM @ 
NCT McDonald 

TR District 
Youth Leader's 

Network 

6 

 
7   Charg Conf 

@ 7 PM at 
Cosh. Grace 
(with Roscoe, 

Keene, Warsaw, 
Canal Lewisville, 
Prairie Chapel, 
Nellie Chapel &  
New Guilford 

8 

 
9 

Spiritual 
Formation 
Workshop  
Grace UMC 

10a – 2p 
See pg. 2 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 14 
 

15 
 

16 
Project Feed 

2-4:30 pm 
Newcomerstown 

17 Charg Conf 
@ 4 PM at 
Millersburg 

(with Killbuck, 
Blissfield, 
Moreland, 

Holmesville,    
Mt. Hope, Baltic 
& Sugarcreek) 

18 
  10 AM 
Regional Cohort 

19 Charg Conf 
@ 7 PM at 

Otsego 
(with Bethel, 

Trinway, 
Prospect, 

Conesville, New 
Moscow, Tyndall, 

& Adamsville) 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

24 
 

25 
3 PM  

Leadership 
Committee 

------ 
5 PM  

Superintendency 

26 
 

27 

 
28 

 
29 

 
30 
 

 

CABINET  

THANKSGIVING: OFFICE CLOSED 

Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your 
light will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness 

around you will be as bright as noon. Is. 58:10 
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BAHAMAS HURRICANE DORIAN 
EOC MISSION COLLECTION  

OCTOBER 25-26, 2019  
The Midwest Mission Distribution Center will be collecting items for hurricane relief.  

There will be a collection site on Friday in Cambridge (120 Old National Rd, Old 
Washington 43768) and on Saturday at Otterbein UMC, Navarre.  Other times and 

locations can be viewed here on the flyer  which includes details about urgent needs and 
how to assembly the kits.   All UMCOR kits are needed but there is urgent need for these items: 

• HOME RECOVERY ITEMS: Tarps (any size), gently used blankets, long-handled flat shovels and 
flashlights with working batteries  

• HEALTHY RECOVERY ITEMS: Foldable walkers/wheelchairs, crutches/canes, orthopedic supplies 
(walking boots, slings, ace wraps)  

• PERSONAL DIGNITY KITS: assembly instructions  
You can donate online  or mail your monetary gifts to: EAST OHIO CONFERENCE UMC 

PO Box 2800, Cleveland Ave NW, North Canton, OH 44720 
Use FUND # 9944 on the memo line  

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Permit # 74 
Coshocton, OH 

43812 

mailto:3riversdist@sbcglobal.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-rJlP1LWQWq8Tu7EI6V7wPgmPFl0yUqnarShzPk-DyUJqfAovPLJ_BhuAhEX8G3a4aZpFZPfTIEvfbu5hEeuXSKFAp_zOFtq8F12jBHA-FFBgbVhCKI9GB8qVuWk1jM9Q3crEJp0FaD2x3QzRgcTbtakIC-1pVNn7dXOaSSoGayw7aHzQdru77P30-zMznVbx0lbQtlL6DH0s2OhDe1Eec7m4VBAcL9f&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-rJlP1LWQWq8Tu7EI6V7wPgmPFl0yUqnarShzPk-DyUJqfAovPLJ_BhuAhEX8G3aN6dEFsNXHBJrG5kZOKxQCjKnky-lbnaoLr4HHIRp5hPXDoPsZFa0ZFWadXCEbHCMvbURW9EUqdUq_wF7TF-QpBio3PaIChJJs0xgRrxDTMOCeSLjK-yzC8ZnqhI0rxHC&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-rJlP1LWQWq8Tu7EI6V7wPgmPFl0yUqnarShzPk-DyUJqfAovPLJ_BhuAhEX8G3adY24cgGJ6PtJj59iwNjGEuxfZ8ngDyqqasOaju9RGqFd_zcgs0nXL8rIEKCy04pJkVQTDnuxoZ-_QqFE4vqOizJswwGVHgBzNRVmw6olwgs=&c=&ch=
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