
Three Rivers HISTORIC Spring District Conference (Recap) 

On Thursday, May 7, 2020, a historic event took place when the Three Rivers District held the first 
on-line conference event in East Ohio!  Thank you to everyone who “attended” this event.   I was 
inspired to do SDC online because of the example of you, clergy and laity, and all the ways you have 
adapted to experience church in new ways during this pandemic.   Your model of adaptive 
leadership encouraged me to try something different with SDC. Therefore, we did it in a new way.   

Assisting me was the SDC design team.  Rev. Tim McCollum (Coshocton Grace), Joy Snyder (District 
Admin), Pastor Jason Snyder (Utica), and Chasity Opphile (TR Youth Coordinator and Youth Director 
at Newcomerstown Christ) all worked together to bring this new concept to life.  

During last night’s SDC we experienced technical difficulties with our video; however, the audio was 
clear for most. There is no doubt we will learn how to overcome these technical issues for future 
events, and our experience will be instructional for others who will use this type of online meeting. 

Even with the challenges, the 128 attendees successfully conducted the business of the Annual 
Meeting of the Three Rivers District Union.  Those in attendance were able to successfully vote on 
motions and ask questions that were answered in real time.  There were nine presenters (from six 
locations) during the hour-long conference.  Here are the highlights: 

• Our virtual greeter was Jason Snyder welcoming participants with real hospitality.  
• Bishop Malone offered an encouraging and inspiring greeting.  
• Tim McCollum instructed everyone on how to ask questions and vote.  
• Rev. Matt Anderson (West Lafayette) offered prayer.  Matt was also honored as the TR Lay 

Servant Pastor of the year. 
• Chasity Opphile gave an authentic and hope-filled devotional message. 
• Joy Snyder presented the 2019 finance report and the 2021 budget. 
• Rev. Bruce Hitchcock (Ohio Valley DS) compassionately challenged TR to make a difference 

by getting involved in the Africa University campaign:  Reach – Teach – Bless. 
• As TR Lay Servant of the year, Deb Gilson (Moreland) closed the evening with prayer.    

As District Superintendent, I led participants through the agenda.   After securing Joy Snyder as 
recording secretary and approving the 2019 SDC minutes, we voted on the consent agenda items 
including the TR Leadership report and the TR Members-at-Large to 2021 Annual Conference.  Our 
final vote approved the 2021 district budget.  

Throughout SDC, we lifted up the good and faithful service of the pastors and laity of this district 
who are making a difference in the ministries of their church and the district.  

I was extremely pleased with the participation of the attendees, the work of the design team, and 
encouraging words of all our presenters. I believe we have a laid a good foundation to keep moving 
forward together as we stay focused on our primary mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  

Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, TR DS  


