
East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church 

REPORT OF THE THREE RIVERS DISTRICT LAY SERVANT COMMITTEE 

April 30, 2020 

Since this Committee's report to the District Conference last year on April 28, 2019, we 
have met twice—on September 9, 2019 and December 9, 2019.  The Committee met at the 
District Office, sharing a light supper while conducting business.  In common with other Districts, 
this Committee's work has been limited by the COVID-19 crisis.  A third meeting, scheduled for 
March 30, 2020 was cancelled; and online contacts between the District Director of Lay Servant 
Ministries and the Committee resulted in the cancellation of the Spring Training Event 
scheduled for March 20-21, 2020. 

New Certified Lay Speakers 

Two Certified Lay Servants in the District are seeking the Committee's recommendation 
for certification as Lay Speakers.  The Committee has established interview guidelines, including 
hearing a sermon by each candidate; and has assigned interview teams for each candidate. 
Because our third meeting was cancelled, there has been no opportunity for the full Committee 
to act, but this responsibility is in process. 

Guidelines for Lay Servant Annual Reports 

An updated report form is available for Certified Lay Servants/Speakers, and the 
Committee will ask all District Servants/Speakers to utilize the new form for 2020 and years 
following.  Guided and supported by District Superintendent Edward Fashbaugh, the Committee 
will stress each person's report of spiritual growth.  Our prayer and expectation is that those 
certified in Three Rivers will share significant personal growth each year in their walk with the 
Lord! 

Lay Servant Training 

The Fall Training Event was conducted at Fredericktown United Methodist Church on 
Saturday, October 19, 2019.  Each One a Minister was co-led by Joy Campbell and Laura 
Coykendall, with 13 participants (including one person from another District). 

Lay Servant Pictorial Directory 

A major achievement for Lay Servant Ministries has been the production of a pictorial 
directory. For the first time ever—and uniquely among East Ohio Districts—the 2019-2020 
District Directory includes six pages of contact information for Three Rivers Lay Servants.  61 Lay 
Servants are listed, most with photos.  The Committee credits our Chairperson, Amanda 
Armstrong, for fulfillment of her vision.  Additionally, Amanda has initiated a Three Rivers 
District Lay Servant Ministries Facebook page, to carry updates on meetings, training events, 
and other important information. 
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New District Director 

The District Committee on Lay Servant Ministries is grateful for the creative leadership of 
our District Director, Amanda Armstrong.  Her vision and accomplishments have been noticed in 
the East Ohio Conference.  Consequently, Amanda will become the Conference Director of Lay 
Servant Ministries beginning July 1, 2020.  She will succeed Mrs. Peggy Suthern in this post.   We 
look forward to Amanda's successors.  Deb and Steve Gilson will serve as co-directors of Lay 
Servant Ministries in the Three Rivers District, effective July 1, 2020. 

Lay Servant and Pastor “of the Year” 

The Committee's selection of the Lay Servant of the Year for 2020 is Mrs. Deb Gilson, 
soon to become Co-chairperson of this Committee.  We commend her for an outstanding record 
of service both within and beyond her local church, Moreland UMC.  The Pastor of the Year, Rev. 
Matt Anderson of West Lafayette UMC, was selected in recognition of his service above-and-
beyond the call of duty as an emergency relief responder. 

To God Be the Glory 

The Committee named below is grateful for our opportunity to serve Christ and His 
Church in this capacity.  We offer our labors, and the extensive ministries of this District's Lay 
Servants, to the glory of God and the spread of the Gospel. 

Amanda Armstrong,  
District Director Lay Servant Ministries 

Lay Members: 
Joy Campbell 
Laura Coykendall 
Jackie Lewis 
Patty Maag 

Clergy Members: 
Pastor John Armstrong 
Rev. Gary Campbell 
Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, D.S. 
Pastor Pamela Lashley 
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THREE RIVERS DISTRICT LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES 
Lay Servant of the Year: Deb Gilson 

Local Church: Moreland UMC 

Deb Gilson is the 2020 Lay Servant of the Year for Three 
Rivers District.  Born in Columbus, Ohio, Deb’s parents 
ensured that she and her sisters attended church weekly 
even if their parents did not.  Deb and her sisters were 
mentored in the development of their faith due to an older 
couple living next door.  It was during this time that she 
accepted Christ as her personal Savior at age of 5 years old. 
Even from that very young age she knew she was being 
called to serve others.  She demonstrated this by becoming 

active in her local church.  She was involved with the youth group, Vacation Bible School, choir 
and the “Children of the Light” music group, as well as community visitation. 

Deb attended college originally as a Religion major but felt God was leading her in a different 
direction.  It was at this time that she unfortunately lost her mother.  God led her to walk away 
from her schooling and into a full-time job so she could take care of her ailing father and assist 
in the raising of her two sisters.  During this time she met her husband, Steve.  Steve and Deb 
were married once her sisters were grown and on their own.  Deb returned to college but this 
time she worked toward her Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work and also received her Master’s 
Degree in Clinical Counseling.  She is currently working in a Career Center in Ashland where she 
has been given the opportunity to develop a Bible Study, a Show Choir and advises the Interact 
Club which focuses on serving others. 

Deb remains active at Moreland UMC singing in the choir, serving on various committees and 
assisting with Vacation Bible School.  Additionally, she is the Fundraising Chairperson.  Deb, 
along with her husband Steve, have been Lay Servants for the last three years, believing it is an 
opportunity for personal growth, leadership development and a path to mentor new Christians 
and leaders.  Through the Lay Servant courses Deb has received knowledge of many different 
pathways and opportunities in which to serve God.  All of which will aid her and her husband as 
they move into their future roles as co-directors of the Three Rivers Lay Servant Ministries. 

A two-time cancer survivor, Deb feels she has learned so much through the grace of God.  She 
stays focused on her faith and spiritual life to remain centered throughout the day.  Through 
prayer and spending moments of silence with God, Deb gains patience and understanding with 
others as well as direction in ways to assist others through personal issues and their spiritual 
walk.  Deb “will continue to follow God’s direction and the path on which He directs me.  I pray 
that you who are reading this may continue to be filled with His love and guidance.” 
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THREE RIVERS DISTRICT LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES 
Pastor of the Year: Pastor Matt Anderson 

Reverend Matt Anderson from West Lafayette UMC is 
the 2020 Pastor of the Year for Three Rivers District. 
He is a pastor for the people who is deeply involved 
not only in his church but also in the West Lafayette 
community. He is one of the pastors working with the 
Coshocton County FCA (Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes) and is also the chaplain for the Ridgewood 
High School boys’ basketball team and unofficially for 
the baseball team as well.  He worked closely with 
UMCOR and other area agencies to provide aid to 
those who suffered loss resulting from the 2019 West 
Lafayette area flooding. 

Rev. Matt grew up a Baptist in Alabama.  After the passing of his mother when he was 14 years 
old, Rev. Matt moved to Pennsylvania where he was always involved in church and attended 
wherever he felt comfortable.  He attended Eastern University outside of Philadelphia where he 
graduated with a Bachelors of Arts in History.  After graduation Rev. Matt was part of the 
Americorp NCCC, a program where it’s “members strengthen communities and develop 
leadership skills through direct, team-based service” (nationalservice.gov).  When he returned, 
Rev. Matt knew he did not want to work in a for-profit company for the rest of his life and he 
became program director in the local Salvation Army.  He attended a Methodist church with his 
roommate, a young pastor himself, and there he found his “calling” while working with the 
youth in the church.  With the help of Pastor Matt Hekman, he was “led to be a leader” in the 
church and guided into seminary.  

While attending Asbury Theological Seminary, he met his wife Pam and their love was “kindled 
over roller derby.”  Upon graduation and shortly after getting married, Rev. Matt spent two 
years as the youth pastor at the First United Methodist Church of Salem, often helping lead 
worship, at which time his son Justus was born.  He was then moved to North Royalton for 3 
years where his son Silas was born.  He has served for the last 2 ½ years at West Lafayette UMC 
where Thaddaeus, their youngest son, and their foster daughter, Olyvia, has been welcomed 
into the family. 

Although he was never given the opportunity to become a Lay Servant himself, Rev. Matt 
understands the importance of the ministry and gives the three Lay Servants in his church 
opportunities to lead, participate in visitations and teach Sunday school.  He empowers them to 
explore their calling and believes Lay Servants to be integral to the life of the church. 
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