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Inside this issue: 

Happy New Year to All! 

My prayer for all of United Methodist Methodist 
Women in this year, is that it will truly be a happy 
and blessed one. We are still trying our best to fight 
off this virus and stay healthy, but we need to remain constant in our faith 
that God is still with us and we are faithful to that knowledge. 

As we plan for this year we will need to be as flexible as possible. All Ex-
ecutive Team meetings are being planned as Zoom meetings (no in per-
son), but hopefully by the time fall rolls around, we can hold our Annual 
Celebration live! How wonderful it will be when we can join together as a 
family in person! 

When I think of the challenges we have faced this past year, and are still 
facing, I look to the scriptures and know that our ancestors in the faith 
never had an easy road either. Yet they prevailed! Keep the faith sisters! 

I have told the District Presidents that my goal as president is to meet, en-
courage and support younger women. Yes, I know I am old, and that is the 
reason I hesitated to accept the challenge of president. However, I was told 
by several persons that I am in a unique position to encourage those 
younger women. So … here is my challenge to YOU …. Wherever you 
see younger women, grocery store, pharmacy, church or anywhere you go 
… introduce yourself, tell them you are a United Methodist Woman and 
ask “What could United Methodist Women do for you?” Make note of the 
answer. I’ll bet they don’t know about UMW and we don’t know them. So 
let’s do something about that. Remember to ask young mothers … I’ll bet 
they have a list of things we could be doing to help them! 

So, Sisters in Christ, we have a year to do our best for the Lord. Let’s find 
out how strong we really are. Remember in Philippians 4:13 Paul said, 
“For I can do 

everything with the help of Christ who gives me 
the strength I need.” We can make that our 
theme song for the year. Amen? 

Judy Kidder, President EOC UMW 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 

January  31, 2021 
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All meetings via Zoom - unless otherwise noted. 

January 16 (3rd Saturday) -10:00 AM EOC UMW Mission Team Retreat 

February 27 (4th Saturday) -10:00 AM Finance Team (Includes District Treasurers) 

March 6 (1st Saturday) -10:00 AM Executive Team (Includes District Presidents) 

With Mission u Meeting 

1:00 PM Conference Committee on Nominations 

1:00 PM Charter for Racial Justice Committee 

1:00 - 2:00 PM Planning for UMW Sunday (Includes all District Vice 

Presidents and District Spiritual Growth Coordinators) 

April 4 - Easter Sunday 

April 11 - First Sunday after Easter (Recommended UMW Sunday) 

June 16 - 19th Annual Conference 

July  12-24 Mission u  

August 21 - (3rd Saturday) - 10:00 AM Executive Team (Includes District Presidents) 

Conference Nominations Committee 

Representative West Side Community House 

October 22 - 23 (4th Weekend) -Annual Celebration 

December - Mission Team Brunch or Luncheon to be determined 

Districts Date Church Meeting Start 

Canal    

Firelands None planned   

Mahoning Valley    

Mid-Ohio    

North Coast March 20  Zoom Meeting 10:00 AM 

Ohio Valley None planned   

Southern Hills    

Three Rivers    

Tuscarawas April 24 Easton Chapel UMC  9:30 AM 

Western Reserve April 17 
Zoom Meeting -Contact 
Carole Ring for link  10:00 AM 
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Pastor Brian had us thinking about a question posed to John Wesley from someone wanting to know the way 
to heaven.  Wesley’s reply was “Let me be a man of one Book.”  For this new year Pastor Brian will help our 
congregation focus on the study of the One Book – The Bible – with The Bible Project.com, to lead us 
through The Bible this year one book each Sunday, unless short on chapters, we may cover two or three. 

January 3 was the beginning with the book of Genesis.  Pastor ended his sermon on that snowy, cold gray 
morning with the invitation to go out into nature during the next week and “take a look around.”  My sarcas-
tic self said to me “HAH! I can do that easily because I will be spending most of the next four months in the 
greenhouse!”  My mind wandered beyond Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth,” to Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the world and those who dwell there-
in.” 

For my next several walks to the greenhouse I challenged myself: OKAY, Self, what do you SEE?  Cardinals 
and blue jays were in the pines along the path going up the hill.  On colder days, my breath made a fog as I 
exhaled into the crisp chilly air. 

As I opened the door to enter the greenhouse, I was greeted by the tinkling of windchimes blowing in the 
breeze down by the furnace.  Christian music playing on the radio encouraged my soul for meditation and 
prayer with the message shared in song. 

I saw fern fronds unfurling their way toward sunlight.  I did not know there were teeny crimson-red dots 
adorning creamy star-shaped blossoms on succulents of the cactus family! 

When I brushed my hand across scented rose geraniums, citronella, thyme and rosemary, there was a hint of 
fragrance hanging in the air as I walked by.  I smell and taste the aroma of peppermint, spearmint, or choco-
late mint when added to a cup of tea. 

God our creator asks us to trust Him with our lives and allow Him to guide our everyday paths.  What or who 
is God asking you to notice? 

We are abundantly blessed, forgiven and loved.  With a grateful heart I say, “Thank You, Lord!” 

 

Blessings, Peace, Prayers and Long-Distance Hugs, 

Rita Kyser, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

East Ohio Conference United Methodist Women 
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2021-2022 UMW READING PROGRAM 
 

The new reading program began on January 1st and I am excited about the new books chosen as well as the 
others that will count for the 4 various plans. Here is a short list I found powerfully moving. 

 
 
RISE!: FROM CAGED BIRD TO POET OF THE PEOPLE, MAYA ANGELOU by 
Bethany Hegedus (2021-22, Leadership Development, BONUS BOOK) Designed for both 
youth and adults, the powerful illustrations support the text to highlight the life of Maya 
Angelou as she led the way as she put her faith into action. This is a call for all of us to 
follow her example. 
 
 

 
FERGUSON AND FAITH: SPARKING LEADERSHIP AND AWAKENING COM-

MUNITY by Leah Gunning Francis (2021-22, Social Action) This is a “must read” for 
all faith leaders and demonstration organizers. It is important to combine peace with 
justice in our actions and the multiple interviews are excellent examples of what has 
been accomplished from actual scenarios. “With God all things are possible.”  

 
 
THE JOURNEY BETWEEN US: MY FAITH WALK OVERCOMING GRIEF TO FIND 
JOY IN THE JOURNEY by Lisa McGrath (2021-22, Spiritual Growth) Lisa McGrath’s writ-
ing style will mesmerize readers as she learns to depend on her faith in God to lead her in han-
dling unbelievable hardships. It is uplifting and will warm your soul. 
 
 
 
 

DANGLING: I HAVE CANCER, BUT CANCER DOESN’T HAVE ME! By Amy Carr 
(2021-22, Nurturing for Community) Whether you are a cancer survivor, currently go-
ing through treatment for the disease, or just know someone who has or had cancer, 
Amy Carr’s personal story is a testimony of how God can teach us many life-changing 
lessons as we go through difficult times in our own way. 

 
 
 
THE UNSTOPPABLE GARRETT MORGAN by Joan DiCicco (2021-22, Education for 
Mission) Youth and adults alike will be inspired by how young Garrett overcomes racial 
barriers to become a successful inventor and businessman. The illustrations are amazing as 
we see the eyes of each character filled with determination and faith. 

 

2020 UMW READING PROGRAM 
 
Right now the UMW District Reading Program secretaries are collecting from the local units the names of 

those who participated in 2020 and listing which of the four plans they completed. I am asking for this infor-

mation to also be sent to me by snail mail or electronically. I would like to see which books were most read. 

Your opinions count.  

Mary Lou Henneman, EOC UMW Program Resources Secretary 

321 Wildwood Dr., Boardman, OH 44512; englishfestival@yahoo.com  

mailto:englishfestival@yahoo.com
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Blessings everyone on a new year that is before us.  The annual census time is upon us and the cen-

sus has been changed to a survey. It is more than the numbers we have but the question of the health 

and vitality of the United Methodist Women. We are in the midst of changing times due to the pan-

demic and it has tested our faith and our commitment to the future of our local units. It is important 

to get our survey completed for several reasons and to let the national office and the general church 

know of our future. The national office wants to know how we are thriving as units. I know that 

there are many more units viewing themselves as struggling as thriving. I am reminded of the Mat-

thew 18:20 "Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them". Our purpose 

states that we "are a community of women whose purpose is to know God."  A unit of two or three is 

needed to grow our faith and our Purpose. By completing the survey we are letting everyone know 

that we are here and will continue the work of UMW and it will also let the national office what we 

need to keep moving forward.   

The link to complete the survey is unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020. the link can also be 

found on the home page of unitedmethoistwomen.org. I ask each unit to complete the survey or let 

the district MN&O officers if your unit has become inactive or you need help to complete the sur-

vey.You can also contact me for any questions or to have me complete your survey for your unit.  
 

Margaret Harvey 
Conference MN&O 

margaret.k.harvey@gmail.com 

 

UMW Faith Talks began out of a need for all women to keep in touch 

with the important issues of the church, especially when keeping social 

distancing became the norm instead of the exception. Some of the past 

topics have been as follows: Maternal Health; Coronavirus: Faithful-

ness and Online Worship; Education Inequality; Dismantling Racism; 

Church and Politics; International Women and Missions, and more. Not only are we able to learn 

more about current topics, but the Faith Talks will also become part of the 2020 UMW Reading 

Program. Three of the podcasts—whether live streamed or recorded—will count as two books in the 

category of Spiritual Growth.  
 

I have viewed most of the podcasts and feel more connected with what is happening in our world 

and how we as members of our local churches are able to connect with what is happening around 

our state, in our country as well as the world as we work to be the hands and 

feet of Christ. 

To check out UMW Faith Talks go to unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks.   
 

Mary Lou Henneman, EOC UMW Program Resources Secretary 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020
http://unitedmethoistwomen.org/
mailto:margaret.k.harvey@gmail.com
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So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often 

looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making 

new life, not a day goes by without [God’s] unfolding grace. […] There’s far 

more here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, 

gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now will last forever. 2 Corinthi-

ans 4:16-18 The Message (MSG)  

 

The 2021 Mission u will be offered virtually during the period July 12-24, 2021. Specific dates for each 2

-day study are still being arranged. We will offer courses so that they do not overlap; families will be able to 

attend age-appropriate studies. The study topics are:  

• Finding Peace in an Anxious World Finding Peace in an Anxious World, the 2021 

Spiritual Growth Study by staff of the Urban Village Church, uses the book of Prov-

erbs and “The Serenity Prayer” as a guide to help Christians find their way 

through anxiety, worry, and fear and move towards God’s peace that surpasses all 

understanding. Using “The Serenity Prayer” as a scaf-fold, Finding Peace in an 

Anxious World explores ways to discover peace through scriptural and spiritual 

disciplines so that we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully as disciples 

• Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools Despite increased 

attention to the mass and over-incarceration of black men, the plight of criminalized 

black women and girls is overlooked, underreported and under analyzed. 

Monique W. Morris' Pushout shows how even with obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes 

and despair, black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable dignity into 

their lives in classrooms, juvenile facilities and beyond, and challenges the 

rest of us to do the same.  

• Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness Through 

Radical Discipleship In Jesus’ own words, he came to bring good news 

to the poor, release the captives, restore sight to the blind, and to let the 

oppressed go free. What is the responsibility of the church to follow 

Christ’s example in word and deed? While these times might feel partic-

ularly turbulent, society has always confronted the church with chal-

lenging issues where she has had to discern how God was calling her. 

The church’s track record in these moments is far from perfect. The pur-

pose of this study is to help the church and its members discern our call and bear witness to 

the will of God for a more just world.  
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• A Curriculum for Children’s Facilitators: Responding to Violence 

This study provides the opportunity to reach children, and their parents and/or 

guardians, with information and techniques that may help to prepare 

them for the violence that they will unfortunately encounter over the 

course of their lives. This study will give them resources to draw upon 

when they face situations similar to the ones that we will be looking at us-

ing scripture, role-play, and discussion. 

• A Curriculum for Youth Leaders: Becoming Peacemakers in a Cul-

ture of Violence This Mission study is written for those interested in working 

alongside youth on issues of violence. Throughout this study, the goal is to 

take time to have deeper conversations about how we define violence, 

what the root causes of violence are, and ultimately, how God is calling us 

to respond. At the same time, the study seeks to guide young people to de-

velop their capacity as peacemakers as an expression of their faith.  

We are fortunate to have a mix of continuing and new study leaders who all have teaching ex-

perience:  

• Rev. Dr. Lisa Withrow   • Mikaela Ashburn   • Olivia Dixon •  

• Dr. Gloria Brown   • Jane Delcamp   • Rev. Stephanie Lee  

• Mary Beth Manns   • Beth Canfield  

We look forward to seeing you in July.  

Watch for future emailed information on schedules and registration,  

or check the UMW space on the East Ohio Conference website. 

 

Books for all of the studies can be purchased through the United Methodist Women’s Resource Center 
(https://www.umwmissionresources.org):  

  Finding Peace in an Anxious World  Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in 
Schools , 

 Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness Through Radical 
Discipleship  

 A Curriculum for Children’s Facilitators: Responding to Violence  

  A Curriculum for Youth Leaders: Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence  
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At the beginning of a new year and even the beginning of 

each day, is the opportunity to be in mission. Take time to 

call a sister who might be lonely and would appreciate 

knowing you were thinking of her.  You are also in mis-

sion by giving to United Methodist Women’s General Mission Giving in any/all of the five areas.  

At each UMW gathering, either safely in person or virtual, tell the UMW mission story by reading 

from the Prayer Calendar. From the 2021 Prayer Calendar Anne Dennis-Choi, president and CEO, 

AK Child & Family, Anchorage, Alaska wrote “we meet each other on Holy Ground each time we 

recognize our kinship as God’s  children. We aim to see and hear one another in godly relationship- 

knowing we are all seeking the healing and wholeness God intends for us.”  You might send one of 

the listed Mission Personnel a birthday greeting  who share your birthday. This information is in the 

Prayer Calendar. You can order the Prayer Calendar from UMW mission resources.org or call 800-

305-9857. Also have a Response moment by telling about one the pro-

grams supported by UMW general mission giving. 

If you have questions or suggestions, please contact me, Emma Dixon 

47 Coventry Road , Delaware, Ohio 43015. Land line 740-369-3521. 

Cell 614-209-1183.  email deladoc@yahoo.com 

 

Emma Dixon EOC UMW Education and Interpretation 

Being in Mission 

 

The above is a quote from Arthur Ashe that I believe can refer to our financial giving to United 

Methodist Women as well as life’s struggles.  

Start where you are: Last year was a difficult year for many of our Local Units and Districts. If 

your Unit was like mine we had very few meetings, our main fundraisers and events were all can-

celed, and staying in touch with each other took time and effort. This caused many Units to send in 

reduced pledges, but money was still sent in.  

Use what you have: We found a way as a Conference to still support the mission projects we hold 

near to our hearts.  

Do what you can: It appears that this year may still have some challenges for us to overcome but I 

know as United Methodist Women we have been helping women overcome challenges for more 

than 150 years. 

Kelly Korb, EOC UMW Treasurer 

http://resources.org/
mailto:deladoc@yahoo.com
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response, an award-winning publication, is the official magazine of United Methodist Women and 

is published by the national office. Each issue will touch your heart, stir your soul and challenge 

your mind. Topics and issues cover spiritual growth, mission outreach and reports on our local, na-

tional and international work. 

response features include: 

• Bible studies. 

• Opportunities for spiritual growth and development. 

• Program suggestions. 

• Articles on people and projects supported by your Mission Giving. 

• Regular features such as "Bright Lights" and "Responsively Yours." 

response helps United Methodist Women reach out to: 

• New and potential members of United Methodist Women. 

• Every woman in your church who shares our commitment to mission and welfare of women, 

children and youth. 

Subscription Rates: 
Digital Only Subscription 

1 year (6 issues)$20.00 

2 year (12 issues)$38.00 
 

U.S. Print Subscription 
(Includes complimentary digital subscription)  

1 year (6 issues)$24.00 

2 year (12 issues)$45. 
 

ordered through the e-store 

or order by phone at (800) 305-9857  

http://www.umwmissionresources.org/t/categories/response
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Just Energy for All 
We are fortunate to live in a time when many of us in the U.S. have 

access to energy to run our dishwashers, charge our phones, cook 

our meals and commute to our local United Methodist Women 

meetings. But is the energy that fuels all these possibilities just? 

How is it impacting the lives and health of women, children and 

youth in the U.S. and around the world? 

Our Just Energy for All Campaign works for energy that is cleaner and more just for all of 

God’s people and creation. 

For 2021, make a resolution to advance just energy for all with United Methodist Women! 

Do you ever wonder what we mean by Just Energy For All? 

Join United Methodist Women's Just Energy for All 101 3-part webinar series on Feb-

ruary 22, March 8 and March 22, 2021 at 3:00 pm EST. Learn more about 

the why and what of United Methodist Women's Just Energy for All campaign, as well 

as how your United Methodist Women unit, district or conference can be involved. These 

90-minute webinars will include presentations, breakout sessions, and opportunities to 

connect with other UMW members and people of faith. You don’t need to be a United 

Methodist Women member to join us—all are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Part 1 (2/22/21): Why Just Energy for All? Why should United Methodist Women 

and people of faith care about just energy for all? 

• Part 2 (3/8/21): What is Just Energy for All? Fossil fuels? Solar? Wind? All renewa-

ble energy? Nuclear? 

Part 3 (3/22/21): How do we advance Just Energy for All? How can United Methodist 

Women and people of faith be part of the solution?  

Register today for the Just Energy for All 101 webinar series! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvd-GqrTktEtAKZilxd9cNPGRA1aov6cCz
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvd-GqrTktEtAKZilxd9cNPGRA1aov6cCz
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvd-GqrTktEtAKZilxd9cNPGRA1aov6cCz
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvd-GqrTktEtAKZilxd9cNPGRA1aov6cCz
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She Leads: Empowering Women to Make a Difference 

2021 A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 

You Are Invited 

United Methodist Women invites you to be part of an observance in 

sisterhood with women from the local unit and your community.  

Every year, “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” encourages women to 

step out in faith and bring the love of Christ into a hurting world 

through their prayers and selfless giving. 

This Year’s Theme   

In 2021, we will come together around the theme “She Leads: Empowering Women to Make a Differ-

ence.” We welcome you to come pray, learn and offer your gifts that will make a real change in the 

lives of women, children and youth around the world. PRAY - As we unite in prayer, we prepare our-

selves to listen. LEARN - As we learn about the impact of the Call to Prayer and Self-Denial, we also 

learn about the impact our giving has on the world. GIVE - As we generously give, we remember with 

confidence all that God has already done in and through us and all that God has yet for us to do. Join 

together to bring justice and inspire change, living into United Methodist Women’s faith and action. 

Women, children and youth across the world have felt the love of God through A Call to Prayer and 

Self-Denial funds that have been given to countless women gathered in circles of care. As United 

Methodist Women members, we bow to meet God in prayer and then rise to give of ourselves that 

God’s vision of an abundant and beloved community for all can be realized. The kin-dom comes as 

we live into the light of God’s vision for humanity, mutuality and seeing oneself in the eyes of an-

other.  

I would like to share information about our United Methodist Women local units and district teams. 

If any one has news about events going on in their districts or home churches, please send details 

to : 

Wendy Gallaway   1820 Adams Road Route 2  Mansfield, Ohio 44903 

or to winksbywendy@gmail.com  

Thanks in advance! 

 

Wendy Gallaway, EOC UMW Historian 

Information Please! 

mailto:winksbywendy@gmail.com
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Address Service Requested 

PLEASE PRINT/COPY THIS NEWSLETTER AND GIVE IT TO ALL WHO 

WISH ONE.  THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO SPREAD THE NEWS! 

 

Fall newsletter article deadline – August 20, 2021 

Newsletter of the East Ohio Conference 

United Methodist Women, Judy Kidder President 

Published twice a year, spring & fall 

Copying permission is granted. 

Complimentary copies to local unit presidents and treasurers, East Ohio Conference UMW District 

and Conference Mission Team members. 

Questions, comments, additions/deletions to mailing list should be sent to the conference communi-

cations coordinator: eocumwnews@gmail.com. 


