
 

 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18, The Message (MSG) 

We have known and felt what it is like when “things are falling apart on us.”  We have experienced 
a great unraveling that has shifted, quite literally, everything. 

Could there be, as Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “far more here than meets the eye?” 

Mission u, like many activities in our lives, has moved online.  While virtual, we are still creating 
spaces for spiritual community, lifelong friendships, lessons that change us and our communities, and 
spiritual practices that arrive when we need them most.  In a time when it looks like things are falling 
apart on us, God’s grace is still unfolding and life is being made new. 

Indeed: There’s far more here than meets the eye.  Will you join us? 

At our upcoming Mission u, we will examine anxiety, the culture of violence that impacts children in 
and out of schools, and how we as God’s people can deepen our moral witness and respond 
faithfully. 

Our 2021 Mission u will offer the following studies: 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness Through 
Radical Discipleship 
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 
Finding Peace in an Anxious World 
Managing Anxiety: A Youth Study 
Responding to Violence: A Curriculum for Children 

Join us: 
 July 12-24, 2021 

Mission u 2021

So	we’re	not	giving	up.	How	could	we!	Even	though	on	the	outside	it	often	looks	like	
things	are	falling	apart	on	us,	on	the	inside,	where	God	is	making	new	life,	not	a	day	
goes	by	without	[God’s]	unfolding	grace.	[…]	There’s	far	more	here	than	meets	the	
eye.	The	things	we	see	now	are	here	today,	gone	tomorrow.	But	the	things	we	can’t	see	
now	will	last	forever.



 

2021 Mission u Study Descriptions: 

All fees include the books which will be mailed to all participants in advance, as well as activity 
packets for children and youth participants. 

Each study is scheduled across 2 days — 4 hours a day with two 2-hour sessions. 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness 
Through Radical Discipleship 

by Darryl W. Stephens 

In Jesus’ own words, he came to bring good news to the poor, release the captives, 
restore sight to the blind, and to let the oppressed go free. What is the responsibility of 
the church to follow Christ’s example in word and deed? While these times might feel 
particularly turbulent, society has always confronted the church with challenging issues 
where she has had to discern how God was calling her. The church’s track record in 
these moments is far from perfect. The purpose of this study is to help the church and its 
members discern our call and bear witness to the will of God for a more just world.

Adults: July 14-15

Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 
by Monique Morris 

Despite increased attention to the mass and over-incarceration of black men, the plight 
of criminalized black women and girls is overlooked, underreported and under analyzed. 
Monique W. Morris' Pushout shows how even with obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes and 
despair, black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable dignity into their lives in 
classrooms, juvenile facilities and beyond, and challenges the rest of us to do the same.

Adults: July 23-24

Finding Peace in an Anxious World 
edited by Erin James-Brown 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World, the 2021 Spiritual Growth Study by staff of the 
Urban Village Church, uses the book of Proverbs and “The Serenity Prayer” as a guide 
to help Christians find their way through anxiety, worry, and fear and move towards 
God’s peace that surpasses  all understanding. Using “The Serenity Prayer” as a scaffold, 
Finding Peace in an Anxious World explores ways to discover peace through scriptural 
and spiritual disciplines so that we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully as  
disciples of Christ.

Adults: July 12-13

Managing Anxiety: A Youth Study 
by Trudy Rankin and Faye Wilson 

In Managing Anxiety, authors Trudy Rankin and Faye Wilson provide youth with a 
foundational understanding of anxiety and other emotions while equipping young 
people with practical ways they can manage them using our Christian faith as a 
guide.

Youth 
7th grade through 

12th grade: 

July 17-18

Responding to Violence: A Curriculum for Children 
by Sue Raymond 

This study provides the opportunity to reach children, and their parents and/or guardians, 
with information and techniques that may help to prepare them for the violence that they 
will unfortunately encounter over the course of their lives. This study will give them 
resources to draw upon when they face situations similar to the ones that we will be 
looking at using scripture, role-play, and discussion.

Children 
Kindergarten 

through 6th grade:  

July 20-21
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Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Address Line 1: _______________________________ 

Address Line 2: _______________________________ 

City/Town: ___________________________________ 

State: _______________________________________ 

Zip code: ____________________________________ 

Home Telephone: (_______) _______ - ____________ 

Cell Telephone:    (_______) _______ - ____________ 

Email: ______________________________________ 

Church: _____________________________________ 

District: _____________________________________ 

Do you have access to a computer or tablet with a camera?    ❑ Yes   ❑ No 

Have you used Zoom?    ❑ Yes   ❑ No Can you read electronic books?        ❑ Yes   ❑ No 

Your Church Role (please check all that apply): 
 ❑ United Methodist Woman ❑ Clergy  ❑ Laity 
 ❑ Lay Servant   ❑ Lay Speaker ❑ Lay Minister ❑ Local Pastor 
 ❑ Member of Annual Conference    ❑ General Conference delegate 
 ❑ Jurisdictional Conference delegate   ❑ Lay Leader 
 ❑ other role(s): __________________________________________________________ 

May the National Office contact you for a brief survey after Mission u?    ❑ Yes   ❑ No 
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Name: ________________________________________ 

Circle the course or combination number for which you are registering: 

                               Names of participants: 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the 
Church’s Moral Witness Through Radical 
Discipleship

Adults:  
July 14-15

Pushout: The Criminalization of       Black Girls 
in Schools

Adults:  
July 23-24

Finding Peace in an Anxious World Adults:  
July 12-13

Managing Anxiety: A Youth Study Youth:  
July 17-18

Responding to Violence: A Curriculum for 
Children 

Children:  
July 20-21

Adult Courses

1
Bearing Witness in the Kin-
dom (free if combined with 
another adult course)

$40

2
Pushout (includes Bearing 
Witness in the Kin-dom) $40

3
Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World (includes Bearing 
Witness in the Kin-dom)

$40

Adult Combination

4
Pushout and Finding Peace in 
an Anxious World (includes 
Bearing Witness)

$75

Youth Course

5 Managing Anxiety $40
Children’s Course

6 Responding to Violence $35

Family Combinations

7
Pushout (includes Bearing 
Witness) and Managing Anxiety $75

8
Pushout (includes Bearing 
Witness) and Responding to 
Violence

$70

9
Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World (includes Bearing Witness) 
and Managing Anxiety

$75

10
Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World (includes Bearing Witness) 
and Responding to Violence

$70

11
Pushout and Finding Peace in an 
Anxious World (includes Bearing 
Witness) and Managing Anxiety

$105

12

Pushout and Finding Peace in an 
Anxious World (includes Bearing 
Witness) and Responding to 
Violence

$100
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Name:________________________________________ 

Course or Combination Number: ____ 

Course Registration Total:   ________________ 

Donation for: 

  East Ohio UMW Pledge: ________________ 

  UMW Legacy Fund:  ________________ 

  World Thanks Offering: ________________ 

  Support Mission u costs: ________________ 

Total enclosed: $_____________ 

Check Payable to: East Ohio Conference UMW 

Please mail this completed registration form (3 pages) and your check to: 
 Judy McFarlin, Mission u Registrar 
 118 County Road 2575 
 Lakeville, OH  44638-9608 


