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The Waiting Place 
 
In the fourth century, an intensive experiment in Christians living began to flourish in Egypt, Syria and 
Palestine uniting the ancient forms of monastic life with the gospel. 
 
Abba Mios was asked by a soldier whether God would forgive a sinner?  After instructing him at some 
length, the old man asked him: “Tell me, my dear, if your cloak were torn, would you throw it away?”  “Oh, 
no “the soldier said.  “I would mend it and wear it again.”  And the old man said to him:  “Well, if you care 
that much for your cloak, do you think God does not care as much for a creature?” 
 
(Yushi Nomura, Desert Wisdom:  Saying from the Desert Fathers) 
 
On Wednesday, December 2, 2020 more than 2,800 Covid-19 deaths happened in the United States – the 
most this country has ever reported in a single day – as health care officials say their staff and facilities are 
struggling burgeoning number of patients.  The number of Covid-19 patients in US hospitals Wednesday – 
100,226  according to the COVID Tracking Project – also is the highest reported on a given day during the 
pandemic. 
 
I am in the waiting place because of the pandemic.  I am in the waiting place because the death rate is 
growing.  I am in the waiting place because I miss in person worship.  However, I still believe that the good 
Lord will make a way out of no way even if I am in a waiting place. 
 
The shepherds were in a waiting place according to gospel Luke:  Don’t be afraid.  I’m here to announce a 
great and joyful event that is meant for everybody. Worldwide:  A Savior has just been born in David’s town 
a Savior who is the Messiah and Master.  This is what you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and 
lying in a manager.”  At once the angelic choir singing God’s praises:  Glory to God in the heavenly heights, 
Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.  Luke 2:10-15 MSG 
 
Perhaps, you can join me at the waiting place of hope and faith during this season of Advent- 
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Flat Rock Homes 

Items Needed During Covid-19 Pandemic 
 

Gowns for Flat Rock Care Center:  Our next endeavor is reusable, washable gowns for staff to wear over their street 
clothes.   We are talking very long term, so the need is great.  It’s come to our attention that graduation gowns and 

choir robes can be used as PPE with just a few alterations.  These donations would save Flat Rock and volunteers who 
sew the expense of purchasing 4 – 5 yards of material per gown.  We would greatly appreciate any ADULT size gown or 

robe available.  Feel free to contact Sherri Buehl directly at 567-228-9105 if you can help in any way. 

 
For more information visit:  www.flatrockhomes.org 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Advent is here and nothing can stop Christmas … not a pandemic nor disappointment nor injustice nor despair nor anything else that seeks to overwhelm our 
existence. That is a fact, a promise, and our hope. 

As it is written, “for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV)  

God so loved the world that he gave his very self, his very son to the world, and to us. Jesus is the fulfillment of scripture and the very embodiment of God’s 

omnipotent love. Jesus is the perpetual light that breaks through the darkness and pain in the world, and in our lives, and restores our hope, our peace and our joy. 
Jesus is the manifestation of God’s grace and the outpouring of God’s unconditional love in our lives. Love came down at Christmas!  

This has been a very difficult year and we have had to endure many unexpected changes in our lives, our work, and in the Church. We have relied on our faith, our 
families and on each other in ways we never thought of or even imagined. We have had to delve into the inner-most parts of ourselves to tap into our reservoir of 

strength and creativity in ways we had not before. And through it all God gave himself to us … God has been lovingly faithful and has given us the fortitude we need 

to remain steadfast amidst the uncertainty. That’s what love is … patient, generous, merciful, unconditional, risk-taking and all-encompassing. That’s what love does 
… comforts, heals, liberates, forgives and transforms. Love came down at Christmas! 

I am convinced that the season of Advent is more about God’s activity and not ours. It is a season to reflect on the extraordinary gift of God’s love … Jesus Christ … 
and the difference Christ makes in our lives and through our witness in the world. It is a season of steady preparedness and an expectation to encounter daily the love 

of Jesus and to share daily the life-changing ministry of Jesus. We all can shine the light of Christ in our communities and throughout the world. Every prayer, every 

act of kindness, every expression of love and every act of justice we do in Jesus’ name brings more of his light, love and peace into the world. That’s what love is! 

That’s what love does! 

Every ministry plan that has been modified and all the creativity that has gone into planning a safe, physically distanced but intimate and meaningful Advent and 
Christmas experience is bringing more of Christ’s love and light into our communities and into the world. It is caring for the health and well-being of our neighbor. 

That’s what love is! That’s what love does!  

The Christmas story is our story and to each of us is born a savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. The Christmas story is a living story that invites us to enter into it over and 

over again, to receive God’s extravagant gifts – the ongoing gift of love, joy, hope and peace. 

Have a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas! 

“Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

“Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts 
alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.” 

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” (UMH 196) 
Words by Charles Wesley, 1744  
Used by Permission: CCLI #3245220 

http://www.flatrockhomes.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU FIND 16 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE?? 

 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.  It was a hulu, kept people looking  so hard 

for facts and for others it was a revelation.  Some were in a jam, especially since the name of the 

books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers.  To others it was 

a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.  Yes, there will be some really 

easy ones to spot.  Others may require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit, it usually takes a 

minister to find one of them.  And there will be loud lamentations when it is found.  A little lady says 

she brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better.  See how well you can compete.  Relax now for 

there really are sixteen names of books in the bible in this story. 

 

(One preacher found 15 books in 20 minutes …… but it took him 3 weeks to find the sixteenth one.) 

 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

 

 

Epiphany Dinner 
 

At this point Edgar and the District Parsonage committee have decided to cancel the Epiphany 
Dinner due to State and Local Government Laws.  Lake County is in the purple at this time and the 
curfew has already started.  The committee is still brainstorming and trying to figure out something 
that can bring us all together.  Any ideas are greatly appreciated.  But at this time he wishes you all 

good health.  Love gifts can be sent to any committee member or the District Office. 
 

 Be Safe! Stay Home! Believe!! 
 

Beth and Jon Wilterdink – Hope Ridge – pastorbeth@hoperidge.com 
John and Claudia Germaine – Cherry Valley – cvumc@ncweb.com 

Ron and Cathy McIlvaine – Johnston/Orangeville/Vernon – rjmcilvaine@gmail.com 
Renae Meggitt – Kinsman – kinsmanumpastor@gmail.com 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries 
 

December 
  9th – Randy May 

11th  – Jane Bell 

13th – Ron Spore 

15th – Tom Sulzer 

16th – Wendy Bramley, Beth Wilterdink 

18th – Mike Gibson 

23rd – Liz Krall 

26th – Tom Snode, Doris Miller  

30th – Jerri Shultz 

 

 

If I have missed your special day, please email me at 

jerri@wrdistrict.org so that I can add it to my calendar. 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DC Tree & Landscape Design 

Dan Cochran 

Free Estimates 

216-372-4838 

Tree Removal, Tree Trimming,  

Land Clearing, Stump Grinding, 

Waterfalls  

and  

Patios. 
 

 

Leadership Directories  
need to be entered into EZRA  

by December 31st.   
If you need assistance,  

please email or call  
Jerri at the District Office  

ASAP!! 
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  Rev. Dr. Gary George and Rev. Steve Court to Retire in June 2021 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone announces that two members of the East Ohio Conference Executive Staff Team have submitted 

their requests to retire from active ministry. Assistant to the Bishop the Rev. Dr. Gary George and Director of Connectional 

Ministries the Rev. Steven Court each intend to retire effective June 30, 2021. 

“As I share plans for retirement, I praise God for the opportunities I have been given to serve in the body of Christ through 

The United Methodist Church,” Court shared.  

“It has been a blessing and joy to serve the Lord Jesus Christ over the course of my 41 years of service in the East Ohio 

Conference as a pastor, district superintendent, and assistant to the bishop,” said George.  

 

 

Rev. Dr. Gary George 

Throughout his ministry, Rev. Dr. Gary George lived out his personal mission to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ and to encourage and empower others in this mission. He was youth pastor at two 

United Methodist churches when he received his first East Ohio Conference appointment in 1980. 

He served Dellroy/Leavittsville, Dueber, Mt. Zion, and Newcomerstown Christ UMCs prior to 

1999 when Bishop Jonathan Keaton appointed him to the Cabinet. 

George served as superintendent of the Steubenville District for six years before being named the first 

superintendent of the then newly created Tuscarawas District. Bishop John L. Hopkins appointed him to serve as 

assistant to the Bishop in 2006 and Bishop Tracy S. Malone continued that appointment when she was assigned to 

be resident bishop of the Conference in 2016. 

George is a member of both the Commission on General Conference and the North Central Jurisdictional 

Committee on Episcopacy. He previously served on numerous committees, commissions, boards and agencies and 

was elected six times to be a delegate to General and Jurisdictional conferences of The United Methodist Church.  

“The relationships I have formed with laypersons, pastors, Cabinet members, Conference staff and others 

throughout The United Methodist Church have shaped and enriched my life, my faith and my ministry,” he 

shared.     

George has been active in each community in which he has lived and served. He’s coached youth sports teams, 

been involved in Scouting and Rotary International, served as a coordinator for Financial Peace University, and 

participated on national and international mission teams. 

He and his wife Lorraine look forward to what God has in store for them in the next chapter of their lives. 

“We plan to spend more time with family, travel and continue to volunteer at the church and in the community and 

I also plan to do some coaching and consulting work,” George said. 

“I have witnessed Gary’s deep love and unwavering commitment to The United Methodist Church. He has given 

exceptional leadership in the East Ohio Conference and throughout the denomination. His institutional knowledge 

and understanding of church polity have benefited the Conference in tangible ways over these many years. He has 

been instrumental in helping to develop policies and providing strategic support to help strengthen the missional 

work of the Conference. I am thankful for Gary’s ministry and pray God’s blessings upon his retirement,” shared 

Bishop Malone. 



Rev. Steve Court 

Rev. Steve Court is a second-career pastor. He worked as a systems analyst and project manager 

for Exxon Chemical Americas prior to answering the call to ordained ministry while serving as a 

volunteer youth leader at New Dover UMC in New Jersey. His first pastoral appointment was to 

Allerton and Norton UMCs near Clinton, NJ while earning his Master of Divinity at Drew 

University. He later served St. John’s UMC in Hope, NJ, before transferring in 1995 to the East 

Ohio Conference, where he served Senecaville/Mt. Ephraim and Strasburg UMCs. 

In 2008, Court was appointed to the Cabinet by Bishop John L. Hopkins. He served six years as superintendent of 

the Southern Hills District and was then appointed to be director of Connectional Ministries for the East Ohio 

Conference of The United Methodist Church. Bishop Tracy S. Malone continued that appointment when she was 

assigned to be resident bishop of the Conference in 2016. 

As director of Connectional Ministries, Court has coordinated the Council on Ministries staff to equip and support 

the missions and ministries of East Ohio Conference local churches and mission sites so that each can fulfill the 

mission and vision of the Church. He finds meaning and spiritual growth in bible study, conversation, youth 

fellowship, and hands-on service, including disaster response and mission teams. 

“Since my first appointment in 1987, I have been humbled by the witness, dedication and faith of brothers and 

sisters in Christ who have walked together with me in times of joy and times of challenge. I am especially thankful 

for the support and vision of our bishops and leadership at all levels of the church. Our connection has been and 

continues to be a source of strength,” Court shared.  

As he transitions into a new expression of ministry, Court looks forward to spending time with his wife Elsa and 

their children, grandchildren and friends.  

“I have appreciated Steve’s passion for mission, leadership development and the spiritual vitality of laity and 
clergy. His analytical skills and ability to work with complexity have helped to guide and strengthen the 
connectional ministry throughout the annual conference and has helped to foster the stewardship of 
resources. He has given excellent leadership in the local church, the Conference and within the denomination. 
I am thankful for Steve’s ministry and pray God’s blessings upon his retirement,” said Bishop Malone. 

 

 
 

 

 

Merry Christmas Everyone!! 

 

Jerri 


