
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few highlights from the Annual Conference 2022 website summary: 

“Annual Conference met June 9-11 in the John S. Knight Center in Akron 
with 448 clergy and 467 laity in attendance. This year’s theme, Let Us Live 
LOVE was grounded in the words of 1 John 4:7-13 (NIV). 

“Meeting around tables for the first time at Annual Conference, clergy and 
laity… worshipped together, celebrated two clergy being commissioned, 10 
clergy being ordained, 28 clergy retiring, ….commemorated 66 clergy and 
laity leaders who passed away since last year’s conference, and conducted 
important business of the East Ohio Conference. Annual Conference mem-
bers voted to: 

• reduce the 2023 budget 5.3% to $9,764,559, 
• increase 2023 health care premiums 12%, and 
• increase 2023 minimum clergy salaries 10%. 
‘If sharing the love of God is the most important thing at a moment in time, 
then sharing the love of God is the most important thing all of the time,’ 
said the Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, executive director of Connectional Ministries.” 

It was a blessing to be together in person!  A special shout out to Nathan 
Foulkrod, one of our youth members from Willougby Hills, who gave one of 
the prayers during the business sessions.  You can find the full recap article, 
video, and photos on the conference website. 
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The Western Reserve District has a new email address as of February 2022.  It is 

WRDistOffice@eocumc.com.  The capital letters are optional.  The office phone number 

has remained the same: 440-352-2083; however, the fax line is being discontinued. 

Effective June 1, 2022, Lisa Huston was hired as the Western Reserve District 

Administrator.  Office hours are 8:30-4:00 Monday-Thursday.  She may have some remote 

workdays, so please check before you stop by the office.   

Lisa has been a member-at-large for the Western Reserve District and the district finance 

chair for many years, but still has a lot to learn about the details of running the office.  She 

has been a church treasurer, served on the Conference Council on Finance and 

Administration, and is currently serving on the Conference Board of Benefits.  She is a 

member of Painesville UMC where she participates in the vocal and handbell choirs.  She 

and her husband, Michael, have two adult sons. 

New Email, New Administrator,  

Same Phone Number, No Fax 

The Parsonage Fellowship 

Committee is planning an all-

district picnic to help 

welcome the new pastors to 

our district.  August 14, 2022  

we will gather in the 

afternoon for a potluck.  More 

details to follow, but mark 

your calendars now! 

Save the date! 

The District Directory is being 

updated!  If there are any 

changes that need made and 

were not discussed with Lisa 

at Annual Conference, please 

email her at the office. 

Updates needed: 



All persons who were nominated for 2023 Members at Large to Annual conference were 

elected.  They are: 

Sophie Hockran, Andover    Dawna Mitchell, New Leaf 

Lisa Huston, Painesville    Jim Mizner, West Farmington 

Brian Knotts, Willoughby    Janet Vickery, Madison Chapel 

Marcia Schettler, Willoughby    Keith Webb, Geneva 

Jack Childers, Orwell     Deborah Kramer, Living Water 

Cindy Swank Cole, Geneva    Betty Cochran, Saybrook 

Judy Doell, North Mentor Centenary   Penny Vaughn, Saybrook 

Jennie Foertch, Southington    Pat Singelyn, Garrettsville 

Kate Greth, Middlefield    Denise Curtis, Harpersfield 

Sue Lefler, Perry     Congratulations to all! 

The pool of  Members at Large was set at 44 and we will probably be allotted around 28 to 

attend Annual Conference.  Therefore, we will have an additional ballot at next year’s 

Spring District Conference in order to fill out our cohort.  If you would have persons to 

nominate for this additional ballot, please email the district office.  We will also take 

nominations from the floor, of course. 

2023 Members at Large 

If you want to let the district know about an event, 

or want to share a cool ministry that happens at 

your church, let us know!  Send it to the district 

office (maybe with a picture or two).  Let’s be 

connectional! 

This newsletter is still a work in progress.  If you 

have suggestions or any feedback, or want to 

volunteer, please contact us. 

Send us your news! 



 

 

Jammin’ for Jesus at Shoregate UMC 
One of the Emerging Ministries projects funded by the Western Reserve District last 

year was Jammin’ for Jesus.  Rebecca Grunda reports: “In addition to 30 volunteers, we 

estimate there were between 120 and 150 attendees. Thank you for your generous 

donation to make this event possible. God gave us beautiful weather, and He brought 

together our congregation, The Jericho Project, and St. Matthew Male Chorus to 

energize everyone in the neighborhood. In the middle of a global pandemic, during a 

time when the numbers in the area were climbing, we were able to minister outdoors 

safely distanced. Three city council members attended. Our church’s preschool, the 

city’s library, and the county Board of Elections all set up tables to share information 

with people who came. People were able to sing and share in fellowship and prayer. 

God always knows what we need, even when we are convinced we know better. We 

thought we needed this event to build faith within the community, but we needed this 

event just as much for our parishioners. People who have not recently attended in-

person worship felt safe attending this outdoor event. Energy was high and everyone 

was positive. It was a wonderful afternoon. Thank you for your financial and prayerful 

support. We hope to make this an annual event that will rejuvenate our members and 

minister to our community.” 





The Charge Conference forms are already available on 

the district website,  eocumc.com/WesternReserve.  Click 

on the Forms link on the right hand side of the page.  

More information on Charge Conference dates and 

instructions for the forms will be coming, but you can 

take a look and see how the forms have changed. 

Updated Charge Conference Forms 

New Appointments    Retiring or Ending Ministry  

Kimmy Farone, Perry    Karen Cico, cont. at Lighthouse 

David Miller, Madison Park   William Graham 

Vernon Palo, Plymouth, Saybrook  Liz and Ralph Krall 

Kris Patt, Willoughby, N Mentor Cent.  Joan Purnell 

Jeff Stoll, Gageville     Jeff Stoll, going to Gageville 

Lizzie Weed, Jefferson    Erwin Urschitz    

Paul Wilson, Middlefield    Doug Winner 

Itinerating Out     District Change 

Christopher Liberati,    Cortland UMC to MV 

 to Mount Vernon: Gay St., TR 

Sean O’Neal, to North Georgia 

District Updates 


