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                                               Be Still 
 
Millions of us around the world are wrestling with the far-reaching impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Worldwide COVID death rate is 2.53 million. Many of us are living with loss and unbearable pain. In the 
coming weeks, as we prepare for Easter, we will mediate on Jesus’ suffering and the suffering of millions of 
God’s children around the world. 
According to the Tennessean, “Elizabeth Duff the first female bus drive in Nashville dies from COVID- 19 
complications on February 13, 2021.  Duff was the first Black woman to sit behind the wheel of its city 
buses, serving our communities,” Nashville MTA Board Chair Gail  Williams said in a statement. 
 
Elizabeth Duff, a Nashville native, also was the wife of Harry Duff Sr. as well as the mother of three children 
and became a grandmother.  Elizabeth is one of 525, 799 people who have died in America of COVID-19 
more people have died for COVID-19 complications than the deaths in World War II. Beyond the number of 
525,799 are stories of families, mother, father, grandparents, daughters, and sons will not be coming home 
for Easter. 
 
I cannot help to wonder in the depths of my soul if Jesus and the disciple found comfort as they sang this 
ancient hymn before walking to the garden of Gethsemane: In tight circumstance, I cried out to the LORD. 
The LORD answered me with wide -open spaces. The LORD is for me—I won’t be afraid. What can anyone 
do to me? I won’t die—no I will live and declare what the Lord has done. I was pushed so hard nearly died, 
but the LORD helped me. The LORD was my strength and protection; he was my saving help! 
 
( Psalm 118:5-6, 17, 13-14) CEB 
Adam Hamilton also reminds us the psalms represent the heart and soul of the Bible, and Jesus use of 
them during the last hours of his life beckons us to become more familiar with them.  In 2020 the Rev Gary 
Henderson introduce me to Lectio 365: in the midst of a globe pandemic it has enhance my faith journey. 
Lectio 365 is available in both text and audio. You can access a day at a time or choose to download 
devotionals up to a week in advance to read or listen to the later.  
 
Each day 
Make time to P.R.A.Y. 
‘P’: PAUSE to be Still.  
‘R’ REJOICE with a Psalm and REFLECT on a Bible passage.  
‘A’ ASK God to help us and others, and  
‘Y’ YIELD to His will in our lives. 
 
 I have discovered the power in Psalm 46:10 He says,” Be Still and know I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
Edgar 
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Flat Rock Homes 
Items Needed During Covid-19 Pandemic 

 
Gowns for Flat Rock Care Center:  Our next endeavor is reusable, washable gowns for staff to wear over their street 
clothes.   We are talking very long term, so the need is great.  It’s come to our attention that graduation gowns and 

choir robes can be used as PPE with just a few alterations.  These donations would save Flat Rock and volunteers who 
sew the expense of purchasing 4 – 5 yards of material per gown.  We would greatly appreciate any ADULT size gown or 

robe available.  Feel free to contact Sherri Buehl directly at 567-228-9105 if you can help in any way. 

 
For more information visit:  www.flatrockhomes.org 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone Appoints Five Clergy to New EOC Leadership Roles  

Bishop Tracy S. Malone announces the following appointments, made to ensure that the East Ohio Conference 
continues to be strategically staffed for both the sustainability of the Church and for the future of the Church. 

The appointments, made after prayerful discernment, are effective July 1: 

• Rev. Ed Peterson, appointed as assistant to the Bishop;  
• Rev. Edward Fashbaugh, II, appointed as director of Connectional Ministries;  
• Rev. Angela Lewis, appointed as superintendent of the Canal District;  
• Rev. Kelly Brown, appointed as superintendent of the Three Rivers District; and  
• Rev. Laura White, appointed as superintendent of the Southern Hills District.  
 
“Each of these leaders is fully committed to The United Methodist Church and bring visionary leadership, 
creative skills and expertise and ministry experiences that will strategically benefit their specific roles and will 
serve as a strong asset in our shared vision of sustaining our mission of making and maturing disciples of 
Jesus Christ and for helping to steward our emerging witness and mission in the world. These transitions 
provide an opportunity to adapt some portfolios based on what we have learned during this past year,” Bishop 
Malone said.  

To read the entire article go to:  

https://eocumcnews.com/2021/01/17/bishop-tracy-smalone-appoints-five-clergy-to-new-eoc-leadership-roles/ 

 

Financial & Administrative Services 
 
2021 IRS Mileage Rate  
The Internal Revenue Service recently announced the 2021 optional standard mileage rates effective January 1, 2021.  

• $0.56 per mile for business miles driven 
• $0.16 per mile for medical, or moving purposes  
• $0.14 per mile driven in service of charitable organizations  

 
2021 Minimum Wage  
Effective January 1, 2021 the minimum wage in the State of Ohio is:  

•  $8.80/hour for non-tipped employees (an increase of $0.10/hr.)  
•  $4.40/hour for tipped employees (an increase of $0.05/hr.)  

 
The Federal Minimum wage is $7.25/hour.  
 
Employers whose gross earnings are more than $323,000 are required to pay employees whichever minimum wage is 
higher. Employers whose gross earnings are less than $323,000 shall pay their employees no less than the Federal 
minimum wage. Employers are required to post the minimum wage and overtime information in a conspicuous place, 
such as an employee break room or office that can be accessed by employees. 
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Livestreamed East Ohio Conference 
Information Forum About General Conference 

Saturday, March 13 from 1:00-3:00pm 
 

You are encouraged to participate in a livestreamed East Ohio Conference information forum at 1:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 13 to learn about the postponement of the 2020 General Conference and the Special Called    
Session of General Conference. 
 
The Conference Council on Ministries, members of the East Ohio General Conference delegation, and Bishop 
Tracy S. Malone will give leadership to this forum, which will provide information about: 

• why the 2020 General Conference has been postponed, and 
• why the implications of further delaying General Conference warrants the need for a Special Called Session of 

General Conference. 

The information forum will be livestreamed on the East Ohio Conference website. There is no registration for this 
forum, which will consist of presentations of information and a Question & Answer session. Instructions will be given 
during the livestream explaining how you will be able to ask questions remotely during the forum. 
  
 

From Walt Merrill and North Coast of Haiti Mission 
 
Have a heart for mission but don’t know where or how to begin? Want to be a part of the Great Commission 
but are unsure of your call?  The North Coast of Haiti Mission (NCHM) is looking for hearts that are ready to 
be challenged and changed by the people of Haiti.   
 
Our mission is to provide a Christian based education to children in Haiti.  Working with five Methodist 
Schools in the Cap-Haitien Circuit, NCHM has helped with tuition, books, uniforms, teacher salary shortfalls, 
security gates, internet access, running water, new roofs, building maintenance and even latrines. Our 
scholarship program currently supports 11 worthy students who would not otherwise be attending high school 
due to poverty.   
 
Although travel to Haiti is almost impossible now with pandemics and political unrest, this has not stopped us 
from starting to plan a virtual mission trip to Haiti in June and, with God’s help, an actual feet-on-the-ground 
visit to Haiti by the end of the year. If you have interest in one or both trips or would just like to hear more, 
please let us know. You can contact me, Walt Merrill, by email or call 440.328.5832.  
 
We are also a current EOCUMC Advance Special so it’s easy to make a donation to NCHM using Fund 9947. 
Find out more in our latest newsletter. 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries 
 
March 
  7th – Pat Seger 
10th  – Susan Spore 
14th – David Mckinnon 
16th – Jody Baker 
21st – Matt & Keri Williamson 
22nd  – John and Wendy Bramley; Lenore Robinson 
24th  – Rich Thewlis 
26th – Fred & Jane Bell 

 
 

If I have missed your special day, please email me at 
jerri@wrdistrict.org so that I can add it to my calendar. 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

UMW Calendar for 2021 
  

April 4th – Easter Sunday 
 April 11th – Recommended UMW Sunday 
 June 16th – 19th Annual Conference 
 July 12th-24th – Mission U 
 August 21st – (3rd Saturday) 10am Executive Team (Includes District Presidents) 
   Conference Nominations Committee 
   Representative West Side Community House 
 October 22nd- 23rd – (4th Weekend)  Annual Celebration 
 December – Mission Team Brunch or Luncheon to be determined 

DC Tree & Landscape Design 
Dan Cochran 

Free Estimates 
216-372-4838 

Tree Removal, Tree Trimming,  
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding, 

Waterfalls  
and  

Patios. 
 

REMINDER  
OF  

LEADERSHIP DIRECTORIES 
 

Churches must have their leadership 
directories entered into EZRA for anyone to 
get any information for Annual Conference. 
 
Call Jerri if you have any questions at  
440-352-2083 
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Chardon UMC is seeking a Director of Modern Worship 
The candidate will foster dynamic congregational worship by bringing people into the presence of God.  They 
along with their modern worship team will engage the congregation through music, drama, prayer and other 
forms.   They will possess a servant’s heart and a missional drive toward building community.  For a complete job 
description please visit www.chardonchurch.org.  Those interested should submit a cover letter and resume by 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 to Pastor Tom Snode at tsnode1@gmail.com.   
  
Chardon is seeking an Organist/Pianist 
Chardon United Methodist church is seeking an Organist/Pianist. The candidate will be a strong, enthusiastic 
Christian leader, faithfully serving out their call and giftedness.  They will be proficient in playing the organ and 
piano, sight reading and the ability to accompany.  For a complete job description please visit 
www.chardonchurch.org.  Those interested should submit a cover letter and resume by Thursday, April 8, 2021 to 
Pastor Tom Snode at tsnode1@gmail.com.   
 

Western Reserve District 
Spring Conference and Union Meeting 

 
Willoughby UMC 
April 17, 2021 

11am 
 

Once again we will be doing a virtual gathering. 
Your pastor will send you the link as well as the materials you will need, including 

the booklet, voting sheets and Member-at-large voting sheet. 
 

Deadline for voting sheets to be in the District Office is April 28th. 

https://chardonchurch.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ebe71859e041cf8ee834797b&id=4e7135a864&e=23f495e9fb
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