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Gratitude 
 

Gratitude can change your life because it makes you appreciate what you have rather than what you don’t have.  In the 
year of Lord two thousand twenty has been a year of up and downs with COVID-19 with over nine million infections, 
two hundred and thirty thousand deaths it’s almost impossible to be grateful.  Nevertheless, in times of despair I turn 
to the late Jeffrey Weiss a religion columnist for the Dallas Morning News stories of inspiration and hope. 
 
The Reverend Gerald Britt, who is pastor of Center Dall Ministries, had a conversation with Jeffrey about suffering.  
Reverend Britt said he can’t explain the reality of suffering. 
 
Twenty-two years ago, Gerald’s 11 year old son died from scleroderma.  He had no idea how he contracted the illness 
and it was painful to watch a previously healthy boy die painfully and inexplicably.  
 
Last year, his only living son was murdered in a senseless domestic violence incident.  Less than a week before his 
death, he talked about forgiveness and how he wanted to just move on.  Three days later he was dead. 
 
The week after his sons funeral Gerald was diagnosed with prostate cancer.  He can’t explain why any of this 
happened.  Gerald’s faith helps in two ways. 
 

1)  It teaches Gerald the insufficiency of answers.  If someone, anyone, were to explain to me why my family had 
to go through any of this it wouldn’t help.  Ultimately, I’d rather have my boys back and my health unimpacted 
by illness.  No answer about this suffering would be sufficient. 

 
2) Gerald chose to stubbornly believe that God is good.  The book of Psalms is punctuated throughout with these 

words:  “The Lord is good, and there no qualifiers.  He is not good if; he not good, when; he is not good as long 
as; he is not good until.  He is just good.”  Remember, gratitude is the quality to begin thankfulness; readiness 
to show appreciation for and to return kindness.  

 
Praise the Lord! Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for his loving kindness is everlasting. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man or woman who take refuge in God! 
 
Perhaps in the month of November I will join the gratitude challenge: 
 
 Each day for weeks, you focus on finding things (people) you’re grateful to have in your life,  

and then you express your gratitude for them.
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Giving Tuesday 
Is on December 1, 2020 

 
Ways to give…. 
 

1)  Donate to a Mission in your Church or Community. 
 

2)  Donate to one of the Conference Health & Welfare Agencies. 
https://www.eocumcm.com/donate/index.html 

 
3)  Donate to Teach*Reach*Bless  -  EOC FUND 9915 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Interested in a challenging book study for your congregation? 

 
“Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption,” by attorney Bryan 
Stevenson, may fit the bill. 
  
Mayfield UMC offered this study to its entire congregation last fall 
and found it eye-opening. Throughout the study, members were 
provided opportunities to “get close” to those affected by the 
injustices that are very much a part of our justice system. At the 
conclusion of the study, the congregation went to the movies and saw 
the feature film (“Just Mercy”), which had just been released. 
  
Mayfield has about 40 used paperback copies of the book that it will 
give to a church that will offer the study. We also can provide copies 
of our weekly study sheets. 
  
If interested, contact Pastor Jan Fillmore @ jan@mayfieldchurch.org. 
First come, first served. Pickup at Mayfield in Chesterland.    
 

https://www.eocumcm.com/donate/index.html
mailto:jan@mayfieldchurch.org


 
 
 

Drop off location in the Western Reserve District… 
Mentor UMC, 8600 Mentor Ave., Mentor, OH  44060 
Drop of between Nov. 30-Dec 4, 9am-3pm.  Items may be left at the Preschool  
entrance on the west side of the building.  This will be a no-contact drop off site.   
If you need assistance unloading, contact the church office at 440-255-3496. 

 



STAY HOME!! 
STAY SAFE!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

STAY HOME!! 
STAY SAFE!! 



  
 
 

 

East Ohio Annual Conference 2020 Report  
Bishop Tracy S. Malone presided over the 51st session of Annual Conference, the first-ever virtual session in the East 
Ohio Conference. 
The worship services and business session presentations of the Sept. 26-27 session were live from the Great Hall at 
Church of the Saviour UMC, in Cleveland Heights. There, members of the Annual Conference planning team, the AC 
production team, and service participants wore masks, observed social distancing, sanitized surfaces after use, and 
followed other guidelines established to create safer environments in the COVID-19 world in which we currently live. 
The 1,226 members of Annual Conference who registered for the conference viewed the sessions online and used their 
individual, unique, non-shareable voting codes to cast online votes from their home or church or from one of the 
internet hotspots established in districts across the East Ohio Conference. 
Annual Conference 2020, continuing the quadrennial theme Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected, 
underscored the importance of being connected to God and to our neighbors so that clergy and laity can bear fruit by 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The words of John 15:4-8 (CEB) were the 
foundation on which each worship service of the September 25 Clergy Executive Session and the September 26-27 
Annual Conference were built. 
 
Read the AC 2020 recap article in its entirety for: 

• quotes from the sessions and services, 
• information about the approved EOC 2021 budget, 
• information about the approved minimum clergy salaries for 2021, 
• information about the approved resolution, 
• information about how you can contribute to the AC 2020 offering, 
• and information about how you can support the Teach • Reach • Bless campaign and participate in Africa 

University Saturation Sunday on November 15. 
 
Visit the AC 2020 video showcase on the EOC Vimeo channel to view and/or download the sessions and services of 
Annual Conference 2020: 

• The Episcopal Address 
• The Clergy Executive Session Sermon 
• The Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion 
• The Service of Commissioning and Ordination 
• The Sunday Morning Worship Service 
• The Teach • Reach • Bless Video Report 
• The Saturday Morning Business Session 
• The Saturday Afternoon Business Session 

 
Visit the album page of the EOC Flickr account to view photos of EOC ministries and photos of the services and 
sessions of Annual Conference 2020: 

• Clergy Executive Session 
• Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion 
• Service of Commissioning and Ordination 
• Sunday Morning Worship 
• Saturday Morning Business Session 
• Saturday Afternoon Business Session 

 
 

https://eocumcnews.com/2020/10/01/east-ohio-2020-annual-conference-report/
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/462642520
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/463430434
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/463027437
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/463030468
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/463109900
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/463461827
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/463172174
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447/video/463415052
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums/72157716117444477
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums/72157716126485213
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums/72157716139159777
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums/72157716146147721
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums/72157716128916573
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums/72157716131624806


 

 
 

 
 

 

With Charge Conferences all being completed, please make 
sure you send in all forms, completed and signed ASAP. 
 
Leadership directories are to be entered into EZRA by 
December 1st.  If you need assistance with the entering, 
please contact Jerri ASAP for help. 

The District office will be closed November 24th thru 
November 26th.   We hope you all have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving.   


