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You can help by donating to EOC Fund 1327 – US Disaster Response & Recov-
ery. The conference forwards 100% of donations to this fund to General Ad-
vance 901670 for US Disaster Response. Please include “Maui Wildfire Relief” 
in the memo. 
Donate to EOC Fund 1327. 

Learn about EOC & UMC Disaster Response. 

mailto:WRDistOffice@eocumc.com
https://www.eocumc.com/westernreserve/
https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/disaster-response.html
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Karen Hollingsworth has ended her ministry effective 8/31/2023.  She has 

served Lorain: Faith (Firelands) and Mentor Plains.  Jeff Stoll is being 

assigned to Mentor Plains effective 9/10/2023. 

District appointment update 

Consultation and Charge Conference Information 

As in previous years, pastoral consultations will be at the district office in the mornings and 

early afternoons and SPRC consultations will be in the evenings beginning September 12.  If 

you need a copy of the schedule, contact Lisa at the district office. 

Please turn all forms in by email (if possible) two weeks before your scheduled consultation 

or charge conference.  All forms can be found on the conference website forms page: 

https://www.eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html. 

Remember that you must first save the document to your computer and then reopen it be-

fore working with it.  Do not work in a browser tab. 

ALL charge conferences will be held on Saturday, October 14, 2023.  

• 10:30am: Geauga, Portage, and Trumbull County churches at Middlefield First UMC 

• 2:00 pm: Ashtabula County churches at Jefferson UMC 

• 4:30 pm: Lake County churches at Mentor UMC 

If anyone needs a refresher or is new to filling out charge conference forms, I am happy to 

walk you through them.  Good news: if there have been no changes since last year, you do 

NOT need to fill out either the Church Biography or Trustee forms.  New this year (well, back 

again after about six years) is the Local Church History form. 

District News and Events 

Check your church listing! 
Please visit the new church listing on our district website, https://

www.eocumc.com/westernreserve/churchlisting.html , and check what is dis-

played for your church. If you find any updates that need to be made, email 

them to Lisa. Please check service times, let me know if you would like me to 

add Sunday School information, and if your church is difficult to navigate to, 

consider sending written directions to be included. Thanks for helping keep us 

up to date! 

https://www.eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/westernreserve/churchlisting.html
https://www.eocumc.com/westernreserve/churchlisting.html
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Where’s the DS? 

Rev. Brady will be: 

Upcoming Dates: 

9/5-7: Cabinet Fall Retreat 

9/10: preaching at Ashtabula 

9/12-14: consultations  

9/19-21: consultations 

9/23: wedding at Gustavus 

9/24: preaching at Gustavus 

9/26-28: consultations 

9/30: Clergy Day Apart 

10/4-6: Black Clergy Retreat 

10/10-12: Cabinet 

9/4: District Office Closed 

9/12: consultations begin 

9/20:  District Lighthouse/Oasis 

churches Zoom meeting 

9/23: Lay Servant Training at Mid-

dlefield First UMC 

9/27: District Missions Committee 

9/30: Clergy Day Apart 

10/4: Clergy Day Apart 

10/4-6: Black Clergy Retreat 

10/14: Charge Conferences 

Middlefield UMC will host the Celebration UMC Choir in a benefit concert for the Mid-

dlefield pavilion project.  Middlefield will also be making a donation to Celebration UMC to 

support their Farmer-to-Farmer mission.  Come out, enjoy some great music, and support a 

good cause! 

Saturday, September 30 at 2:00 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church of Middlefield 

14999 South State Avenue 

Middlefield, OH 44062 

Contact the church at office@middlefieldumc.com or 440-632-0480 for more information. 

mailto:office@middlefieldumc.com
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https://www.eastshorechurch.net/lecture-series.html
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The theme of this year’s retreat is “Preach! Preacher, Preach!” 
A joint retreat for the Black clergy of the East Ohio Conference and the West Ohio Conference 
of The United Methodist Church hosted by Bishop Tracy S. Malone and Bishop Gregory V. 
Palmer. 
Featuring guest facilitator (with a team from WomanPreach! Inc.), the Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridge-
man, Ph.D. 
Rev. Dr. Bridgeman is the dean and vice president for Academic Affairs at Methodist Theologi-
cal School in Ohio and the founder, president, and CEO of WomanPreach! Inc. 
Registration includes the following meals: 
• Dinner on Wednesday 
• Breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Thursday 

• Breakfast and lunch on Friday 
Overnight accommodations for Wednesday and Thursday night are for rooms at Nationwide 
Hotel and Conference Center. If you have any questions about the event, please contact Mela-
nie Thomas, EOCUMC Connectional Ministries office administrative assistant, via e-mail at 
mthomas@eocumc.com or via phone at (330) 499-3972 ext. 102. 
Register here: Bishops' Retreat with Black Clergy 2023 Tickets, Wed, Oct 4, 2023 at 12:00 PM | 

Eventbrite 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bishops-retreat-with-black-clergy-2023-tickets-681587555727
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bishops-retreat-with-black-clergy-2023-tickets-681587555727
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https://bridgescohort2023.eventbrite.com/
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https://www.eocumc.com/wellbeing/_pdf/23ClergyDayApart-2.pdf
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https://umvim_tl_newphilly.eventbrite.com/


12 

EarthKeepers Training Opportunities in October 

  
If you’d like to act on the call to care for God’s creation, Global Ministries’ EarthKeepers program can 
help you to make a lasting difference. EarthKeepers is a training program that equips laity and clergy 
to launch and grow environmental projects in their communities. When you become an EarthKeep-
er, you receive training in project planning, community organizing, ecotheology, and antiracism. You 
also connect with a whole community of United Methodists who are passionate about caring for the 
earth. Back home, you’ll receive ongoing project support and technical guidance as you carry out 
your project. Training will be held October 5-8, 2023 in three locations: Birmingham Alabama, Den-
ver Colorado and Hartford Connecticut. Except for your transportation to the training location, the 
cost of the program is underwritten by Global Ministries. To learn more and to apply, go 
to:  EARTHKEEPERS 

Plan for a retreat at camp! 
 
There is a misconception that when summer camp is over, we close up the 
camp and plan for next summer. But that is not the reality for the East Ohio 
Camps sites. As summer staff and campers head back home, year-round 
camp directors and staff switch gears to retreat ministry mode and are just 
as busy as during the summer camp season.   Retreat guests have the oppor-
tunity to rest, relax and reconnect with each other and God as they head down the right path. 
 
Retreats offer encounters that can change the lives of individuals and the group in amazing ways. They 
are:  
• Encounters with God – stepping away from the fast-paced lives we live can allow for periods of rest, 
renewal and reconnection with God.  
• Encounters with Others in Community – folks long for connection, but lack time and practice at form-
ing new relationships. Retreats can offer a safe place to connect with others.  
• Encounters with the Creation – there is great spiritual benefit to being outdoors. The creation opens 
people to God in special ways.  
Every year, we host youth groups, Bible study groups, United Methodist Women’s circles, and many 
others who take time to connect with God, with nature and with each other.  We provide accommo-
dations year round for small intimate settings or a large group gatherings.  
 
If you want to find out more about the three retreat sites, visit www.EastOhioCamps.com.  

https://umcmission.org/earthkeepers/
http://www.EastOhioCamps.com
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/poverty-simulation-tickets-704605282367?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Microgrants Offered 
The Connectional Ministries office of Strategic Ministries and the Board of Congregational Devel-
opment offer microgrants designed to help any church whose leadership is visioning a new fu-
ture and focused on those not yet with us by experimenting with new ministries! Churches can 
request $2,000 or less for any new or upcoming ministry that is designed to reach those outside 
the current church membership. From Fresh Expressions to small groups meeting in restaurants 
and so much more, these grants are designed to support creative and innovative ministries from 
our local churches. 
The deadline to apply for a microgrant is Friday, Oct 6 – but there is no need to wait until then. 
Apply today! If you have questions about the grants, please e-mail Rev. Beth Ortiz. 

Retirement with a Purpose  
NOMADS (Nomads on a Mission Active in Divine Service) are retirees who travel in their RVs 
to mission sites all around the US to volunteer their time doing new construction, remodeling 
and repairs at United Methodist related agencies like local churches, camps, shelters, chil-
dren’s homes and more. Some NOMADS serve full time while others serve only a few weeks 
each year. To learn more about this division of Global Ministries and how you can get involved, 
go to https://www.methodistnomads.org. 

  
Did you know that Global Ministries has more than 300 missionaries serving God’s mission in 
more than 60 countries around the world? Local churches are needed to be part of the work of 
these missionaries through prayer and salary support. To learn more about how you, your small 
group or your congregation can be a partner in the ministry of one of our missionaries, go 
to: Covenant Partner Relations. Questions? Contact Kate at kate_colbow@yahoo.com. 

mailto:bortiz@eocumc.com
https://www.methodistnomads.org/
https://umcmission.org/covenantrelationships/
mailto:kate_colbow@yahoo.com
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https://grantwritingseminar.eventbrite.com/
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Classifieds 

Hope Ridge UMC  

Children’s Ministry Area Coordinator  - # RidgeKidz Leader  
Part Time – Exempt Position    (September – May)     Reports to Pastor  
#RidgeKidz is Sunday School for children K-5. Classes take place during 10:30 worship. 
#RidgeKidz operates from September to May on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th (5th) Sundays  
$500.00 per month ( Sept. - May )  

Basic Requirements 
• Pass a background check administered by Hope Ridge office. 
• Must possess a genuine and demonstrable love of children. 
• Open to learning and constructive criticism 
• Able to maintain professional conduct and personal practices as found in the Hope Ridge Employ-

ee Handbook 
• Ability to sit or stand for extended periods of time. 
• Must be able to crawl, stoop, kneel, or crouch in order to interact with children. 
• Must be mobile to include ascending and descending stairs. 
• Must have reliable transportation.  
• Ability to work independently without supervision. 
• Adherence to Hope Ridge Child Protection and Safe Sanctuary policies.  

Specific Requirements  
• High School Graduate plus proven experience with children.  
• 2-5 years creating, editing, presenting Christian children’s curriculum. 
• 2-5 years teaching Children’s Sunday School  
• Demonstrated administrative skills. 
• Proficiency with MS Office products; Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook             

Responsibilities 
• Recruit, train, and schedule volunteers to assist with teaching.  
• Set up, lead session and reset the room.  
• Order supplies and materials as necessary  
• Communicate at least bi-weekly with parents re; scheduling, activities, curriculum, etc.  
• Research and select appropriate Church School curriculum for ages 5-11 
• Work with pastor and Nurture Chair to develop creative and meaningful #Ridgekidz classes and 

activities.  
• Monitor hardware/software needs in the #RidgeKidz ministry area.  

Work Schedule 
• Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 12 noon and special services/holidays as necessary  
•  Attendance at 8:45 worship, special services as necessary as well as Ash Weds, Holy Thurs., Good 

Friday, Easter, Christmas Eve, and Christmas day.  
•  Attend staff meetings as necessary (Zoom or in person)  

https://ab8463f5-9bd4-439e-887f-6d5d0ed91f1b.filesusr.com/ugd/7aed76_193b326fdbb347bd83bad8827d55bc0f.docx?dn=Ridgekidz%20coord%20jd.docx
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Willoughby UMC:  PT Children’s Education Coordinator 

Willoughby UMC is seeking a part-time Children’s Education Coordinator.  The position provides 
inspirational and encouraging leadership to provide vision and direction for all aspects of the 
Children’s ministry (nursery/preschool-5th grade). This includes identifying and recruiting gifted 
servants as partners in team ministry and care for the spiritual growth and well-being of all chil-
dren (within the church, the community, and beyond).   

This includes:  

•selection of appropriate and effective Sunday school curriculum;  
•coordination of special programs (Back to school, Advent/Christmas, Lent/Easter, etc.); 

• leadership for Vacation Bible School, Messy Church, and Commission on Education; 
• encouragement, equipping and empowering of lay servants and teams 
•development of relationships with families of the children 

 
A complete job description and application form are available upon request at 
spr@willoughbyumc.org. 

All employees of Willoughby UMC are required to live into the church’s Safe Sanctuary policy 
which includes a background check. 

Applicants may submit their completed application form and resume to the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee at spr@willoughbyumc.org. 

The former Vernon UMC/ Living Water UMC has maybe 100 or so United 

Methodist Hymnals they would like to give away.  If interested, please con-

tact Pastor Ron McIlvaine at 440-487-5103. 

mailto:spr@willoughbyumc.org
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Middlefield First UMC: PT Worship Music Coordinator 

Middlefield First UMC is seeking a part-time Worship Music Coordinator/ Team Leader.   

Qualifications and Abilities would include: 

~ Piano and/or guitar proficiency 

~ Ability to read and play from regular notation as well as chord charts 

~ Ability to sing and lead others in singing 

~ Familiarity with traditional hymns and contemporary music to provide a blended style of worship 

~ Fully support the mission, vision and worship philosophy of Middlefield First United Methodist 
Church 

 

Responsibilities: 

~ Plan worship services in consultation with the Pastor and select music for Sunday and special ser-
vices 

~ Arrange music to accommodate the various capabilities of the praise teams and coordinate the 
necessary musicians and vocalists for each service 

~ Direct weekly rehearsals and play for worship services 

 

Time Requirements: 

~ Part-time position, 12 calendar months per year. 

~ Breakdown: Per month – 6 hours rehearsal; 6 hours for 1 worship service per Sunday; plus plan-
ning time with pastor, and prep time. 

~ Total: 30 hours per month, for 12 months; 

~ plus 20 hours for special services and rehearsals/writing, arranging 

This is a paid position. 
Interested applicants should email resume to: office@middlefieldumc.com 

You can subscribe to the East Ohio Conference E-News or read archived 

editions by clicking here.  Archived editions and the subscription box can be 

found in the right hand column.  E-News is a bi-weekly publication of the 

EOC. 

UM News is the official news gathering agency of the UMC.  You can find its 

page here.  You can also subscribe to their Daily Digest on breaking news 

that affects the church, or the Friday Digest, a weekly summary. 

Want even more news? 

mailto:office@middlefieldumc.com
https://eocumcnews.com/e-news/
https://www.umnews.org/en
https://www.umnews.org/en/subscription-pages/umnews-daily-digest-subscribe
https://www.umnews.org/subscription-pages/umnews-weekly-digest-subscribe

