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MISSION U 2019 

United Methodist Women                   Summer  2019  

Mission u is an opportunity to study current issues impacting society based on current 
mission study topics with particular attention to the responsibilities of women in  
fulfilling the mission work of the church. We offer a one-day sampler for the adult & 
children studies on the Friday from 9:00 AM through 4:00 PM.  The Adult Sampler  
includes short presentations of all three studies, a continental breakfast, lunch, and its 
own focus groups.  The Children’s Sampler also gives an abbreviated presentation 

which includes the study, crafts, and music.   
 
The three-day experience starts Friday evening and goes until noon on Sunday.  Friday’s dinner,  
Saturday’s breakfast, lunch, and dinner plus Sunday’s breakfast are included with lodging.   
Commuter’s registration includes Saturday’s lunch but other meals are at the attendee’s expense and 
can be purchased at the door of the cafeteria.  Friday evening has a plenary and the first Bible/
Spiritual Growth study.  On Saturday, there are two sessions with one of the area studies.  One study 
is on a particular geographical area; the other is on a social issues.  Each of these studies are offered 
for two years with the studies changing on different years to enable participants to take one the first 
year and the other the next year.  Saturday night brings a special dinner followed by a special  
program to go along with the year’s theme.  Sunday brings the second Spiritual Growth session along 
with a closing worship service and Communion service. 
 

Pricing and deadlines for 2019 Mission u are on the registration forms in this newsletter. 

You will find a Youth Only Registration form, a Child only registration form, adult registration form, 

and a Mission u Scholarship Application. 

 

There will NOT be Study Books for purchase at Mission u. Attendees are asked to please order them 

in advance. Study books may be ordered from the Mission Resource Center. 

 http://www.umwmissionresources.org 

 

Contacts   

Dr. Maggie Jackson, Dean (216-857-6262) mag.jackson@csuohio.edu 

Dr. Martha E. Banks, Assistant Dean (330-836-7261) banks@abackans.com 

mailto:mag.jackson@csuohio.edu
mailto:banks@abackans.com


I have driven by this sign for years as I pass through Chardon on my 

way to Middlefield for our District United Methodist Women  

Mission Team meetings. It catches my attention nearly every time I 

pass because it is a stenciled wooden sign so it looks different than 

the “official” traffic signs. The sign brings to mind the Shel  

Silverstein poetry collection which makes me smile and think of my 

younger days, but it also gets me pondering metaphorically about 

life as I continue the drive. 

 

Most often my life has been smooth and level, moving along easily 

and comfortably. But how do I respond when I come to a place 

where that easily traveled sidewalk ends and I no longer have a 

sure path in front of me? 

 

Do I stop, give up trying to reach the destination, and turn back because of the obstacles, fearing the 

undergrowth that covers the ground, and quit because I may not see a clear path from where I stand 

on the sidewalk? 

 

Do I pause, assess the terrain, then carefully move step by step, finding a way around the obstacles 

and continue on toward the destination? 

 

Do I invest time, energy and resources to remove the obstacles, level the ground, and add on to the 

sidewalk for future travelers to follow this path and more easily keep moving ahead? 

 

United Methodist Women has never shied away from stepping off the sidewalk to blaze a new or  

different trail to be in relationship and service with women, children and youth. I will forever be 

grateful for the ways United Methodist Women has opened my eyes to see opportunities and  

possibilities, where before I might have only seen the end of the sidewalk. I have been encouraged, 

inspired, and equipped to take that step off my sidewalk, and venture forth, treading with care and 

concern to help that sister or brother that may have slipped in the loose gravel or become entangled 

in a thicket. My heart continues to be softened, increasing my generosity with time and resources to 

consider how I might be a part of improving the pathway for those that follow, that they would know 

and experience the love of Christ as I have. 

The Sidewalk Ends 
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The Sidewalk Ends Continued…. 

I hope and pray you will consider joining us for one or more of the opportunities to be encouraged,  

inspired, and equipped for our continuing journey as sisters in Christ and as United Methodist Women: 

 Read response magazine to discover some new trails being cleared and perhaps inspire you to try a 

new path. 

 Give generously to support National Mission Institutions, international mission, mission partnerships, 

and more through our Pledge to Mission. Help pave the way for future generations of women in  

mission through the Legacy Fund. Take that next step forward and increase your mission giving and/

or become a Five Star Unit. 

 Expand your field of awareness through the Reading Program. 

 Become informed about important issues facing our society, be encouraged spiritually, and be 

equipped to take ideas and information back to your unit and church by attending Mission u. If you 

have not attended before, please apply for a full scholarship – scholarships have often gone unused! 

 Build community as we come together for our summer retreats, Lunch at the Lake and Salad Supper. 

Connect and find encouragement as we join together for our Fall Gathering. Get a few friends to-

gether and make some Christmas ornaments to donate to Red Bird as a way of shining the light and 

love of Christ into a community that needs encouragement and hope. 

 Encourage and bless others by participating with the District United Methodist Women Mission 

Team. No leadership experience or extensive knowledge of United Methodist Women needed! Con-

sider assisting in an ongoing capacity – we are in need of a Secretary, women for the Nominations 

team, and more – offer your facilities and help to host an event, or help with specific tasks for an up-

coming event. Contact Carole Ring or Dot Anderson for more information. 

 

Do you have a “sidewalk ends” sign in your life right now? In your church? In your unit? Do you see the 

terrain ahead as obstacles or opportunities? I pray that together we can lace up our hiking boots and 

continue to step out with care and concern to put our faith, hope, and love into action! 

 

Blessed to serve with you, 

 

Carole Ring, President 
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WESTERN RESERVE DISTRICT WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 

Western Reserve District United Methodist Women is excited to offer two opportunities for our 
Spiritual Growth Retreat! Plan now to join us for learning,  

fellowship, mission and fun: 
 

Ornament Showcase 
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Lunch at the Lake, 12:00-3:00 p.m., Saturday, August 10: This time begins with an invitation to join  
together for a catered sandwich and salad lunch (cost $5.00) and a time of sharing hosted by Painesville 
UMW at North Perry Village Hall, 4449 Lockwood Rd., Perry, OH  44081. If you would like to participate in 
the lunch, please RSVP to Carole Ring (wrdumw@sbcglobal.net or 440-255-7213) by August 3. Retreat 
programming will begin at 1pm. 

 
Salad Supper, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 13:  
Come enjoy eating delicious homemade salads hosted by 
Hartford UMW at their church, 6846 St. Rt. 305 Hartford, OH 
44424. 
 
Each retreat will include a brief program based on this year’s 
spiritual growth study Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of 
Mark and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolf. This study  
incorporates the stories of those on the margins to uncover how the gospel is alive and well today – how 
God is, and always has been, calling us to live out the Word in a radical way. We will also share in a re-
laxed time of hands-on mission to create a variety of simple Christmas ornaments for Red Bird Mission. 
All women are welcome to attend! 

Bring any handmade Christmas ornaments from your unit or individuals to 

donate to the Red Bird Mission to the Fall Gathering at Kinsman UMC.  We 

will have Christmas trees set up to showcase the ornaments. Prizes will be 

awarded! 

 

If you still have a cross stitch kit from last year’s retreat, please return  

completed ornaments to one of the retreats or the Fall Gathering. Our goal 

this year is to send 250 ornaments to Red Bird. Thank you for supporting this 

mission outreach! 



LEGACY FUND 

Mission u UPDATE!!! 

The Early Bird registration date for Mission u 

has been extended to  

June 28th!   

There will NOT be Study Books for purchase 

at Mission u. Attendees are asked to please 

order them in advance. Study books may be 

ordered from the Mission Resource Center. 

http://www.umwmissionresources.org 
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Over 3,500 Legacy Fund gifts were given on March 23rd for National Day of  

Giving! This amounted to a total of $496,451.00! This is an increase of 84% from 

last year’s giving and is the largest Day of Giving total to date for United  

Methodist Women. This pushes the Legacy Fund total to over $26 million, 43% of 

the $60 million goal for this endowment fund that celebrates our heritage and 

leaves a legacy for future generations of women to carry on the mission of faith, 

hope, and love in action. 

 

Individuals and units are invited to contribute to the Legacy Fund. Any amount is welcome! Learn more 

about the Legacy Fund Endowment at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150 
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Celebrating Our Units: Western Reserve District UMW 2018 Awards 
 

Five Star Units – contributed to all five channels of undesignated Mission Giving 

Andover   Chardon 

Mentor   Portage Faith 

 

Rainbow Units - pledged more than last year and paid it in full and/or exceeded pledged amount 

Andover   Cortland  Harpersfield 

Hartford   Kinsman  Mentor 

 

Mission Today Gold – fulfilled the top level of goals 

Andover   Mentor    

Painesville 

 

Mission Today Recognition – fulfilled some of the goals 

Ashtabula First  Willoughby Hills 

 

 

2018 Reading Program Awards 
 
  

Andover First 
 Cindi Harvel   Plan I 

 Margaret Harvey  Plan V 

 Linda Hrabal   Plan I 

             Joan Smock   Plan I 

 

Painesville 
 Judy Riczinger    Plan II               
 Lois Sauer               Plan I 
             Emily Walker                             Plan II 

 

We celebrate your achievements! 



SPRING IS HERE! 
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How many times have you heard that in the last few weeks? Now, finally we 

know its true! Beautiful new life blossoms everywhere, thanks to God, our 

Father, and Jesus Christ, His son. We recently celebrated Easter! Hallelujah, 

He is risen, just as He said! 

 

Also, recently, on Saturday, April 13th WRD UMW ‘Came Together’ for our 

annual Spring Gathering. This event was held at Bristolville UMC. Our UMW 

hostesses (and host helpers), were certainly able to provide great  

surroundings, courteous service, tasty food, and above all, a place for great 

fellowship and ‘Coming Together’ to continue serving in the Lord’s name. We 

sang, we prayed, we visited, we ate (as all good Methodists do). 

 

We also were treated to a rousing message from Rev. Sondra Snode, WRD DS. She presented good  

information about the discussion and division of the Methodist Church according to its guidelines. We 

should all remember we are all God’s children and as such, treat each other and serve each other to the 

best of our abilities with love, respect, and understanding. Rev. Snode retires from the DS position soon, 

and we wish her the best in her continuing service to God and the church.  

 

Looking ahead, peruse all the activity information from the packets for the upcoming months. Activities 

are for all women, children, and men, if they choose. UMW units unable to attend in April should have  

received this information in a packet sent to a unit rep via USPS. If your unit has not received a packet, 

please be in touch with a WRD UMW team member.  

 

For 2019 Fall Gathering, Kinsman UMW will welcome us to their church on Saturday, October 5. Info on 

this is in the packet, also. We will ‘Come Together’ again and be working towards ‘Creating Caring  

Community’. Registration will start again at 9:30am and the morning includes a continental breakfast,  

program at 10am and lunch following the program. Mission project will help support 

the local food pantry which helps 125 families/month in the Kinsman area.  

 

The WRD UMW team thanks all who help with all these events in any way! 

 

What a great job everyone!  

 

Barbara Hively, Vice President 

WRD UMW 
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Western Reserve District UMW   Candle Burning Service 2019 

 

Spreading the light of mission is an important part of UMW.  We can participate in the sharing of that light through the 
Candle Burning Service at our Fall District Gathering.  Through this occasion to give above and beyond our pledge, we 
have the opportunity to be in mission with women, youth and children who need help in the United States and around 
the world AND the opportunity to honor or remember special persons in our lives. 

Money in any amount is given - by units, executive committees, or individuals - in honor of someone: a relative, friend, 
minister, unit, officers, etc. or in memory of a deceased relative or friend.  The money collected is used to fund UMW’s 
total mission program.  It costs about $30.00 to support the total mission program for one minute, based on infor-
mation from the Women’s Division.  During the Candle Burning service, we will burn a Mission Candle for a period of 
time to represent the total amount of mission work funded through this additional giving. 

There is also an opportunity to honor or remember specific people or groups by name, as we will once again be publish-
ing a Candle Burning booklet to be distributed at the Fall District Gathering.  September 25 is the closing date if you 
wish to have names published in the booklet. 

If your unit wishes to participate, you will also have the opportunity to have a representative come forward during the 
Candle Burning service to read the names and light a candle to honor or remember those persons.  Please designate 
this representative before the service begins so they will be prepared to participate. 

We hope you will join us in this opportunity to keep the light of Christ shining through mission, remembrance and hon-
or, lifting up the work of UMW and our dear ones to the glory of God. 

Please send checks made payable to Western Reserve District UMW with this completed form by September 25, 2019, 
for inclusion in the booklet to: 

Marlene Graban, WRD UMW Treasurer 

4840 Bushnell-Campbell Rd 

   Kinsman, OH  44428 

Questions?  Contact Marlene at 330-772-2528 or mmgraban@aol.com 

 

PLEASE CLEARLY PRINT OR TYPE INFORMATION 

 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR CANDLE BURNING BOOKLET IS SEPTEMBER 25, 2019 

 

Unit Treasurer Name_____________________________   Phone Number ___________________________ 

 

Unit Name ______________________________________   Amount _________  Check Number _________ 

GIVEN BY (unit or individual) IN MEMORY OF (print name) IN HONOR OF (print name) 
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Annual Celebration  
Friday, October 25, 2019 - Saturday, October 26 

Wadsworth United Methodist Church 

Wadsworth, OH 

 

Jurisdiction Event 2020 

Theme:  Calling u.... 

 Scripture: Romans 1:6 
"... including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ" 
  

North Central Jurisdiction 
June 26-28, 2020 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
Friday, July 19 
Mission u Drive-In Day 
University of Mount Union 
 
Friday, July 19 – Sunday, July 21 
Mission u Three-Day Event 
University of Mount Union 
 
Saturday, August 10 
Lunch at the Lake District Retreat 
North Perry Village Hall 
 
Tuesday, August 13 
Salad Supper District Retreat 
Hartford UMC 
 
Saturday, October 5 
Fall Gathering 
Kinsman UMC 
 
Saturday, April 4, 2020 
Spring Gathering 
Mentor UMC 



The 2019 Studies to Be Presented at Mission u... 

 

 Spiritual Growth:  Gospel of Mark (Radical Discipleship) This spiritual growth study presents 

this well-known Gospel of Mark through voices and experiences that are often relegated to 

the margins. In five chapters, the study examines different passages in Mark and challenges 

readers to discover what radical discipleship looks like in their context. 

Leader:  Rev. Paul White 

 

 

Women United for Change 150 Years in Mission  

Distinguished scholar of United Methodist Studies Ellen Blue invites us to explore and cele-

brate the history of United Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations.  As Blue says, 

“Women have done some of the most important ministry the church has ever accomplished.” 

Leaders:  Cynthia Rose and Iris Andrews 

 

 

Social Issue:  What About Our Money? Most of us would rather talk about politics or death 

or pretty much anything else before we talk about money. What About Our Money? A Faith 

Response explores how we understand money within the context of our faith. This discussion 

and our own awareness of how we relate to money can actually help free us from many of 

the financial dilemmas we face. 

 

The focus of this study is both personal and communal. We will explore our own relationship 

with money, the money choices available to us, and how we individually and collectively respond to  

economic inequalities in light of our faith. 

Leaders:  Sandy Hodge and Carolyn Squires 

 

Youth:  Who do you say that I am?  Seeing Jesus Through The Eyes of Mark   The study guides 

youth through the Gospel of Mark, helping them to define who Jesus is to them, who he says he 

is in scripture, and how this impacts how we live our lives. 

Leaders:  Olivia Dixon and Mikela Ashburn 

 

 Children:  Marked:  A Mission Journey with Jesus in the Gospel of Mark   Children of ages five 

to twelve are invited on a journey where they will discover the power of God through this  

fast-paced Gospel of Mark. 

Leaders: Mary Beth Manns and Beth Canfield 



Use one form for each person applying.  (Copy as needed) 
Must be received by June 28, 2019 

I wish to attend    _____ 1 Day Sampler    ____3 Day Event 
 

Name:________________________ Church:________________ 

Address:_______________________ District:_______________ 

City:______________________ State:________ Zip Code:______ 

Phone:____________ Cell:___________ Email:______________ 

 
I am attending as a 

First Time Attendee: _____ Child _____ Youth _____Adult 
 

 

PLEASE INCLUDE A PARAGRAPH STATING WHY YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO ATTEND MISSION u.  (Feel free to write on a separate sheet of  paper) 



 



 



 



 



Alicen Limestoll 

Po Box 1222 

Andover, OH 44003 

 

alicenlimestoll@gmail.com 

 

Western Reserve Connection 


